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HISTORICAL SKILLS (Evident in every topic) 1 What is History? Students learn key historical skills through learning more about the history of the 
school and the local area

6

CONTROL/GOVERNMENT 2
Were the Romans 

civilised?

Who were the Romans, what did they do, what was the army like, what were 
Roman towns like, what was life like in the Roman period, why were the Romans 

seen as civilised?
16

ECONOMY 3 The Normans Contenders for the throne, who were the Normans, how and why did the 
Normans conquer England, how did the Nomans keep control, 

16

RELIGION 4 Medieval religion How important was religion, Thomas Beckett, What were the Crusades, what 
happened, what do they tell us about Medieval religion, the role of knights

14

EMPIRE 5 Medieval Life What were towns like, why were people moving, benefits and problems of 
towns, the Black death, causes and events, peasants revolt

14

MONARCHY 6 The Tudors What were Henry's problems and solutions, who could he marry, break with 
Rome, monasteries, Church of England

8

SOCIETY

WAR 1 English Civil war Causes, events,  trial and execution, Oliver Cromwell 14

REVISION 2
How important was 

religion?
Gun Powder plot, Great Fire of London, Plague 10

INTERPRETATIONS 3 Slavery Slavery and Empire 20

4 Empire What was it, what were the key inventions, work of women, children, trains, 
mines, poverty

12

5 Industrial Revolution
What was the position of women, who were the Suffragettes/Suffragists, what 
tactics did they use, what was the reaction of men, use of propaganda, Emily 

Wilding Davison
9

6 World War One World War One- causes, events, Home Front, effects 12

1 Russian Revolution Russian Revolution- causes, events, effects 4

2 Causes of WWII Causes of World War Two- Post WW1, causes, events,importance, rise of the 
dictators, life in Nazi Germany

16

3 Nazi Germany Britain and World War Two: key events, Home Front, impact, end of war 12

4 Holocaust Holocaust- causes, esculation of hate, anti-semitic laws, Ghettos, Final Solution, 
heroes of the Holocaust, impact, rememberance

12

5 Britan and WWII Overview of WWII, Dunkirk, Battle of Britain, The Home Front, D-Day 10

6
Cold War/Conflict 
and tension in Asia

Korean War Causes; Course of War - Pusan Pocket; Inchon; Amphibious landings; 
38th Parallel; Yalu River ; MacArthur; Truman; A-Bomb; Eisenhower; Armistice; 

Consequences of the Korean War - Korea (N&S); USA; U.N.; China; USSR. 
Vietnam War Causes; Why were the French in Vietnam? Ho Chi Minh; Dien Bien 

Phu; Geneva Accords; aims, beliefs and methodology of guerrilla warfare; 
NLF/VC: how the different presidents became involved in the conflict from 

1950–1963; Escalation; Gulf of Tonkin; VC guerrilla tactics.

20

1
Conflict and tension 

in Asia continued

Ho Chi Minh Trail; U.S. response - eg ‘hearts and minds’, Operation Rolling 
Thunder; Tet Offensive; Turning point; consequences of type of warfare. Search 
& Destroy; My Lai; Nixon; Vietnamisation; 'Mad Bomber'; 1970-72 - Cambodia & 

Loas;Media coverage; Wide-ranging opposition groups; Kent State shootings; 
Watergate; Paris Peace Talks; Peace with Honour; ceasefire; NVA; Fall of Saigon.

16

2
America, Opportunity 

and Inequality        
1920-1929

Introduction to the USA; Geography;photohgraphic/pictorial images as a 
summary of the 1920s. Immigration; Quotas, Sacco & Vanzetti; Economic Boom - 
Mass production methods of Ford and the broader effects; Women-  Growth of 
'Flappers'; Popular Culture - Hollywood, Fashions; Sports; Jazz. The Downside of 

the 'Boom; Which groups did not benefit from the 'Boom'? Inequalities in wealth 
Farmers; Black Americans; Skilled workers; Organised Crime; Gangsterism; The 

causes, events and consequences of Prohibition; Racism- African Americans and 
the KKK; Wall Street Crash; Causes of the Stock Market Crash in 1929. Economic 

effects of the stock market crash on the wider economy

16
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3
America, Opportunity 

and Inequality        
1929-1939

 Depression and the election campaign of 1932 - reasons for FDR's 
success/Hoover's failure; FDR's Election and New Deal; Alphabet Agencies; 

Opposition groups and reasons for opposition. Judgement on effectiveness of 
New Deal; Popular Culture; music, cinema (for example, musicals), literature, 

comic books and sport; WWII & Economy; impact the Second World War - 
employment; WWII & Social Change; African Americans in the armed forces and 

women in factories.

16

4
America, Opportunity 

and Inequality        
1945-1975

The reasons for post war prosperity; ‘American Dream’. How did prosperity 
change the lives of the American people? Popular Culture;  Rock and Roll; 
Television; Advertising. McCarthyism & fear of Communism; Civil Rights - 
Peaceful direct Action - difference between Malcolm X, the Black Power 

movement and Martin Luther King’s principles of non – violence; the Civil Rights 
Acts in 1964 and 1968;  ‘Great Society’ policy and the legislation involved; aims of 

JFK and LBJ and compare; Women's Rights; principles and achievements of the 
feminist movement.

16

5

Britain: Health and 
the People c.1000 - 

Present              
Medieval Medicine - 

'Stands still'

Medieval Medicine; Enquiry question: What is the ‘Big Picture’ in the story of 
medicine? Important ideas; Theory of the Four Humours; Arabic Medicine; 

Galen; Hippocrates; Importance of Church; Supersttition; Monasteries; surgery; 
Medieval towns & public health; Black Death; beliefs about its causes, treatment 

and prevention.

15

6

Britain: Health and 
the People c.1000 - 

Present              
Early Modern

The beginnings of change: The impact of the Renaissance on Britain: challenge to 
medical authority in anatomy, physiology and surgery; the work of Vesalius, 

Paré, William Harvey; opposition to change.
Dealing with disease: traditional and new methods of treatments; quackery; 
methods of treating disease; plague; the growth of hospitals; changes to the 

training and status of surgeons and physicians; the work of John Hunter.
Prevention of disease: inoculation; Edward Jenner, vaccination and opposition to 

change.

15

1

Britain: Health and 
the People c.1000 - 

Present              
A Revolution in 

Medicine

The development of Germ Theory and its impact on the treatment of disease in 
Britain: the importance of Pasteur, Robert Koch and microbe hunting; Pasteur 
and vaccination; Paul Ehrlich and magic bullets; everyday medical treatments 

and remedies.A revolution in surgery: anaesthetics, including Simpson and 
chloroform; antiseptics, including Lister and carbolic acid; surgical procedures; 

aseptic surgery. Improvements in public health: public health problems in 
industrial Britain; cholera epidemics; the role of public health reformers; local 

and national government involvement in public health improvement, including 
the 1848 and 1875 Public Health Acts.

15

2

Britain: Health and 
the People c.1000 - 

Present              
Modern Medicine

Modern treatment of disease: the development of the pharmaceutical industry; 
penicillin, its discovery by Fleming, its development; new diseases and 

treatments, antibiotic resistance; alternative treatments. The impact of war and 
technology on surgery: plastic surgery; blood transfusions; X-rays; transplant 

surgery; modern surgical methods, including lasers, radiation therapy and 
keyhole surgery. Modern public health: the importance of Booth, Rowntree, and 
the Boer War; the Liberal social reforms; the impact of two world wars on public 

health, poverty and housing; the Beveridge Report and the Welfare State; 
creation and development of the National Health Service; costs, choices and the

15

3
Elizabethan England: 
Elizabeth's Court & 

Parliament

Elizabeth I and her court: background and character of Elizabeth I; court life, 
including patronage; key ministers. The difficulties of a female ruler: relations 
with Parliament; the problem of marriage and thesuccession; the strength of 

Elizabeth’s authority at the end of her reign, including Essex’s rebellion in 1601.
12

4
Elizabethan England: 
Trouble at home and 

abroad

Religious matters: the question of religion, English Catholicism and 
Protestantism; the Northern Rebellion; Elizabeth's excommunication; the 

missionaries; Catholic plots and the threat to the Elizabethan settlement; the 
nature and ideas of the Puritans and Puritanism; Elizabeth and her government's 

responses and policies towards religious matters. Mary Queen of Scots: 
background; Elizabeth and Parliament’s treatment of Mary; the challenge posed 

by Mary; plots; execution and its impact.

12

5
Elizabethan England: 

Everyday Life

 A ‘Golden Age’: living standards and fashions; growing prosperity and the rise of 
the gentry; the Elizabethan theatre and its achievements; attitudes to the 

theatre.The poor: reasons for the increase in poverty; attitudes and responses to 
poverty; the reasons for government action and the seriousness of the 

problem.English sailors: Hawkins and Drake; circumnavigation 1577–1580, 
voyages and trade; the role of Raleigh.

12

1
The USSR 1917-1991: 

Lenin

 Lenin and his role in the Russian Revolution; consolidation of power; changes to 
the machinery of government; creation of a one party state; civil war and effects; 

centralisation of power; Politburo; Central Committee; Congress; Democratic 
Centralism; Law on Factions; 1924 Constitution; Red Terror; Cheka/OGPU/GPU; 

'state capitalism'; decrees; War Communism; grain requisitioning; Kulaks; 
Tambov; Kronstadt uprising; New Economic Policy; State control of media; 

propaganda; Radio; newspapers; Pravda; attack on organised religion; Proletkult; 
constuctivism; Avant-garde; Komsomol; employment; housing; confiscation; 

vaccination; Zhenotdel; Kollontai; attitudes to divorce and abortion; Family Code 
1918

20

Year 11

Year 12



2
The USSR 1917-1991: 

Stalin

Power struggle; Trotsky; Kamenenv; Zinoviev; Rykov; Tomsky; Bukharin; 
powerbase; elimination of opponents;'Socialism in one country; 'Comrade card 

index'; Purges; Chistka; show trials; Kirov's murder;Red Army purge; secret police 
purge; NKDV; Yagoda; Yezhov; Beria; 1936 Constitution; High Stalinism 1945-53; 
Planned economy; 1st-3rd Five Year Plans; 'gigantomania'; 'Stakhanovism'; 4th-

5th Five Year Plans; Collectivisation of agriculture; liquidation of the Kulaks; 
dekulakisation squads; 'Dizzy with Success'; forced collectivisation; holodomor; 

Ukraine; impact of WWII on Soviet agriculture; Cult of Personality - Lenin; Cult of 
personality - Stalin; radio; magazines; newspapers; religious repression; terror; 

SMERSH; gulag; 'white coal'; 'Socialist Realism'; music; Shostakovich; film; 
Eisenstein; architecture; literature; art. Full employment; unemployment benefit; 

wages; Magnitogorsk; housing; effects of WWII; increase in doctors; Kursk tank 
commanders; women in collective farms; women in Moscow Underground; 

Pasha Angelina; The Great Retreat, 1936; Family as the essential socialist unit.

30

3
The USSR 1917-1991: 

Khrushchev

Khrushchev and government; de-Stalinisation; 'Socialist Legality'; 'First Secretary 
of the Communist Party'; Presidium; 'The Secret Speech' 1956; prisoner 

releases;'Anti-Party Group'; Party - Agriculture/Industry; 3 year rule; Cuban 
Missile Crisis; dismissal; consumer goods; light industry; 6th Five Year Plan; Seven 
Year Plan; Liberman Plan 1962; Virgin Lands Scheme; improving living standards; 

'worker's paradise'; 'maize-mania'; Agrogoroda; state procurement; grain 
imports;Cult of the individual - Khrushchev; art cinema; radio; 'Voice of America'; 
magazines; T.V.; 'Magnitizdat' (tapes'); non-conformity; abstract art, Pasternak; 
anti-religious policies; KGB; 'Developed Socialism'; education; rabfaki; science & 
technology; 'khrushchoby'; pensions; maternity benefitsEkaterina Furtseva- first 

female member of Presidium, 1957; Tereschkova - first female astronaut; 'double 
burden'; babushki; abortion legalised; higher education; vocational education; 

Komsomol

15

4
The USSR 1917-1991: 
Brezhnev; Andropov; 

Chernenko

Party division; 'trust in cadres'; end to 'subjectivism'; Soviet Constitution of 1977; 
Article 6; Congress of silences; stagnation; oligarchy; Dnepropetrovsk mafia; 
gerontocracy; corruption,; nepotism; Boris the Gypsy; Andropov; Chernenko; 

Kosygin Reforms; alliance of the working class with science; targets; 9th Five Year 
Plan,; consumer goods; T.V.s; Washing machines; cars; 'metal eaters'; foodstuff 

shortages; work brigades; Andropov & anti-corruption; absenteeism; alcoholism; 
social contract; lack of investment; military-industrial complex; cult of personality 

- Brezhnev; decline in religious persecution; dissidents; surveillance; psychiatric 
hospitals; promotion of younger members of Party; 'grumbling'; government by 

consent; nomenklatura; social security; healthcare; housing; single family 
occupancy; education; hooliganism; sport; 1980 Olympic Games; female role 

models - Olga Korbut; Family Code 1968; world class science education. 

10

5
The Fall of the USSR: 

Gorbachev

Interpretations; Why did the Soviet Union Collapse? Gorbachev and Economic 
reform; Long term structural weaknesses; 12th Five Year Plan; superministries; 
perestroika; joint ventures; state enterprise; co-operatives; corruption; Political 
Reforms -  glasnost; criticism of the party and the past; democratisation; power 

to the Soviets; pluralism; Article 6Alienation of reformers AND conservatives; 
Gorbachev and Nationalism; Brezhnev doctrine; 'Sinatra' doctrine; Eastern 

Europe; Baltic Republics; Nagorno-Karabakh; Russian nationalism; Gorbachev & 
Yeltsin; naivety; powerbase; inconsistency; Yeltsin; August Coup 1991; 

resignation.

10

6 Revision Mock exam preparation 9

7
Coursework: 

Chamberlain and 
Appeasement

Background to the policy of Appeasement; interpretations; British power and 
position post 1918; interwar diplomatic conferences; interwar diplomatic crises; 

Defence Requirements Committee; Defence policy 1936-1938; reasons FOR 
appeasement; Chamberlain and the Munich crisis; Reaction to Munich Sept 1938-

Sept 1939; Rearming the RAF; Public opinion; Opposition to appeasement; 
Poland - the final crisis; Historiography; Goodlad article - Was Appeasement A 

Mistake?

18



1
Establishing and 

consolidating 
Communist rule

What was Germany like at the end of WWII, post-war division, the formation of 
the GDR, Who were the SED? System of government, opposition, economy and 

farming plans, emigration, building of the Berlin Wall
18

2
The development of 

the East German 
state

economy after the building of the wall, NES, ESS, successes and failures, 
consumer goods, COMECON,economy, national debt, health and welfare, 

comsumer goods, economic relations with the West
32

3 Life in East Germany welfare, repression, control of the Youth movements, propaganda and 
censorship, popular support, role of the Protestant Church, Western influences, 

8

4
Growing crisis and 

collapse

Eastern Bloc reforms, Glasnost, Perestroika, Gorbachev,reform movements, role 
of the Protestant Church, declining authority of the SED, opening of the Berlin 

Wall, reunification
8

5
Revision and 
Coursework 
introduction

Background to the policy of Appeasement; interpretations; British power and 
position post 1918; interwar diplomatic conferences; interwar diplomatic crises; 

Defence Requirements Committee; Defence policy 1936-1938; reasons FOR 
appeasement; Chamberlain and the Munich crisis; Reaction to Munich Sept 1938-

Sept 1939; Rearming the RAF; Public opinion; Opposition to appeasement; 
Poland - the final crisis; Historiography; Goodlad article - Was Appeasement A 

Mistake?

14

1
Coursework: 

Chamberlain and 
Appeasement

Structured course on methodology - research, analysis and presentation of 
finished piece. Write up time.

54

Year 13



2

Poverty & Public 
Health 1780-1939 - 
Poverty, the people 

and the law

Paupers & pauperism 1780-1834; the old system; faults; demands for change; 
Less-eligibility: Poor Law Amendment Act and its impact 1832-1847; Royal 

Commission; Report; Action; the new system; opposition groups; successes and 
failures; Andover scandal & impetus for change; Government, self-help and 

charity 1847-1880; Self Help; C.O.S.; working class self help; Social and welfare 
reforms, pressure for change; government action 1880-1914; national efficiency; 
Boer War and implications; Majority/Minority Reports; Liberal Welfare Reforms; 
Depression and the dole - poverty and the interwar years 1920-1939; Effects of 
WWI; Trade slumps; Staple industries; cyclical/structural unemployment;Jarrow 

March; Unemployment Acts; Special Areas Act.

45

3

Poverty & Public 
Health 1780-1939 - 
Lives in peril - the 

health of the nation 

The impetus for public health reforms; industrialisation; urbanisation; housing 
conditions; sanitation; miasma; Victorian filth diseases; germ theory; cholera; 

cholera riots; local solutions; Report on the Towns 1832; Royal Commission and 
the work of Chadwick 1842; Drainage systems and water supplies; changing 
technology; Social concerns  - Dickens, Elizabeth Gaskell, Orwell; economic 

imperatives; Central government involvement; Changes in public health; Public 
Health Acts 1848, 1866, 1875, 1936; Vested interests; Localism; Housing 

initiatives - eg Salt & Ebeneezer Howard; smallpox & vaccination; Medical Health 
Officers; T.B. and sanatoria; Collectivism; Liberal Welfare Reforms; Individuals - 

Jenner' Chadwick, Snow, Bazalgette, Stopes.

30

4 Revision FINAL  exam preparation 15


