
How to Support your 
Child in English

Year 10



The English Curriculum - AQA
• English GCSEs are split into two separate qualifications and a spoken 

language endorsement alongside. 

The AQA English GCSE curriculum aims to develop students' reading, writing, 
and critical thinking skills. The curriculum also aims to help students:

• Read fluently and with understanding a wide range of texts

• Write effectively and coherently in Standard English

• Use grammar correctly, punctuate, and spell accurately

• Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary

• Read critically and use knowledge gained from reading to inform their 
writing

• Develop a love of reading and an appreciation for literature

• Become confident, independent, and resilient thinkers, writers, and 
communicators



What will your child study in Year 10?

Autumn 1 Power and Conflict – Power and Control
Descriptive Writing

Autumn 2 Victorian Literature – A Christmas Carol 

Spring 1 Shakespeare – Macbeth 

Spring 2 Explorations into Fiction Texts – Reading Analysis

Summer 1 Explorations into Non-Fiction Texts – Writing to Argue, 
Explain and Persuade. 
Speaking and Listening Assessment

Summer 2 Revision of Literature Texts – Year 10 Mocks 
Power and Conflict – War 



KS4 Assessments 

Autumn 1 Power and Conflict Poem Analysis

Autumn 2 A Christmas Carol – Theme Essay

Spring 1 Macbeth – Theme/Character Essay

Spring 2 Evaluation of writer’s intentions

Summer 1 Speaking and Listening Assessment

Summer 2 Macbeth and A Christmas Carol Mock Exam



Supporting your child with homework

Our Frog quizzes have been designed to help your child reflect on 
the skills and knowledge they have learned each week. Each week, 

they will complete a 10 question quiz, with a range of question 
types. 



Supporting your child with reading

Improves 
concentration

Expands 
vocabulary

Develops 
empathy

Encourages 
creativity and 
imagination

Develops 
analytical thinking

Improves writing 
abilities



Supporting your child with reading

• Fewer than 3 in 10 (28.0%) 
children and young people 
aged 8 to 18 said that they 

read daily in 2023, matching 
levels seen in 2022.

• To fully understand the GCSE 
exam questions, students 

would require a reading age 
level of 16.

Anything the 
student enjoys



Supporting your child with revision

• Students learn revision 
techniques both in their 

subject lessons and their 
Personal Development 

lessons.

• There is no correct way to 
revise. However, there are 
various methods students 

can undertake such as: 



Supporting your Child: Team English

A department of 18 dedicated, fantastic teachers!

Head of English: Jennifer Allsopp
English KS3 Co-Ordinator: Gail Henderson
English KS4 Co-Ordinator: Jonathan Clark
English KS5 Co-Ordinator: Spencer Taylor
Reading Co-Ordinator: Daisy Dawson

Thank you for your support at home!



How to Support your 
Child in English

Year 11



The English Curriculum - AQA
• English GCSEs are split into two separate qualifications and a spoken 

language endorsement alongside. 

The AQA English GCSE curriculum aims to develop students' reading, writing, 
and critical thinking skills. The curriculum also aims to help students:

• Read fluently and with understanding a wide range of texts

• Write effectively and coherently in Standard English

• Use grammar correctly, punctuate, and spell accurately

• Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary

• Read critically and use knowledge gained from reading to inform their 
writing

• Develop a love of reading and an appreciation for literature

• Become confident, independent, and resilient thinkers, writers, and 
communicators



What will your child study in Year 11?

Autumn 1 Modern Text – An Inspector Calls 

Autumn 2 Power and Conflict Poetry – 
Identity and Conflict

Spring 1 Explorations into Non-Fiction Texts 
– Reading Analysis

Spring 2 Teacher guided revision of GCSE 
content

Summer 1 Teacher guided revision of GCSE 
content



Year 11 Mock Exams 

Autumn 1 English Language Paper 1 Assessment – 
Explorations in Fictional Writing

Autumn 2 Literature Paper 1 Assessment – 
Macbeth and A Christmas Carol 

Spring 1 January Mock Exams – An Inspector 
Calls, Power and Conflict Poetry and 
Unseen Poetry Analysis

Spring 2 English Language Paper 2  Assessment 
– Explorations in Non-Fiction Writing

Summer 1 GCSE Exams 



Exam Dates – Summer 2025

Monday 11th May English Literature Paper 1
Macbeth and A Christmas Carol

Tuesday 19th May English Literature Paper 2 
An Inspector Calls and Poetry

Thursday 21st May English Language Paper 1 
Fictional Writing

Friday 5th June English Language Paper 2  
Non-Fiction Writing 



Supporting your child with homework

This half term, the Year 11s have a booklet with homework tasks 
that are designed to help them with recall of both Year 10 and Year 

11 knowledge. It looks like this

https://newcastleschools.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/JPATEnglish/Shared%20Documents/English/KS4/Resources/Homework/Y11%20-%20HT1.pub?csf=1&web=1&e=yrhxW0


Supporting your child with reading

Improves 
concentration

Expands 
vocabulary

Develops 
empathy

Encourages 
creativity and 
imagination

Develops 
analytical thinking

Improves writing 
abilities



Supporting your child with reading

• Fewer than 3 in 10 (28.0%) 
children and young people 
aged 8 to 18 said that they 

read daily in 2023, matching 
levels seen in 2022.

• To fully understand the GCSE 
exam questions, students 

would require a reading age 
level of 16.

Anything the 
student enjoys



Supporting your child with revision

• Students learn revision 
techniques both in their 

subject lessons and their 
Personal Development 

lessons.

• There is no correct way to 
revise. However, there are 
various methods students 

can undertake such as: 



How else can we support your child?

• As well as lessons 
created by a 

dedicated team of 
practitioners, we 
will provide extra 
opportunities for 

your child to get the 
most out of English.

Literature Lectures
Previous topics include: 
• The Troubles and Storm on the Island
• Macbeth and Freud
• The Motif of Temperature in A Christmas Carol 
• Alcohol as a Symbol in An Inspector Calls
• The Identity of a Soldier 
• Romanticism in Poetry
• The Supernatural in A Christmas Carol
• Stagecraft in An Inspector Calls 
• Patterns and Themes in Macbeth 
• Biblical Allusions Across the Literature Texts



Supporting your Child: Team English

A department of 18 dedicated, fantastic teachers!

Head of English: Jennifer Allsopp
English KS3 Co-Ordinator: Gail Henderson
English KS4 Co-Ordinator: Jonathan Clark
English KS5 Co-Ordinator: Spencer Taylor
Reading Co-Ordinator: Daisy Dawson

Thank you for your support at home!
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