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What will my child be studying this year?

At Jesmond Park Academy we have developed a 
bespoke KS3 curriculum based on the AQA KS3 syllabus 

and the AQA KS4 specifications.

Our aim is to deliver a knowledge rich spiral curriculum, 
which allows continuous learning from Y7 to Y13.



YEAR 9 Teaching Overview
AUTUMN TERM (Sept – Dec)

1. Physics – The Particle model
2. Chemistry – Atomic Structure 

OCTOBER 
HALF 
TERM

3. Biology – Cell Biology
4. Biology – Transport in Cells 

CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAYS

SPRING TERM (Jan - Apr)

5. Physics – Atomic Structure and Radiation
6. Chemistry – Chemical Changes 

FEBRUARY

HALF 
TERM

7. Chemistry – Organic Chemistry
8. Chemistry – Chemistry of the Atmosphere

EASTER 
HOLIDAYS

SUMMER TERM (Apr – July)

9. Biology – Bioenergetics and Organisation 

MAY
HALF 
TERM

10. Physics – Energy 
11. Exam Skills – Practical Focus 

SUMMER 
HOLIDAYS

25th January Year 9 Parents Evening
9th February Year 9 Options Evening 

16th November 2026 YR9 MOCK WEEK

8th March 2027 YR9 ASSESSMENT WEEK

14th June 2027 TBC YR9 ASSESSMENT WEEK



Curriculum Related Expectation (CRE) Definition Projected est. 
GCSE outcome

Excelling
You are working well above curriculum related expectation in the 
subject

GCSE Grade 8 to 9

Exceeding
You are working beyond curriculum related expectation in the 
subject

GCSE Grade 6 to 7

Achieving You are working at curriculum related expectation in the subject GCSE Grade 4 to 5

Developing
You are working towards curriculum related expectation in the 
subject

GCSE Grade 2 to 3 

Emerging 
You are beginning to work towards curriculum related expectation 
in the subject 

GCSE Grade 1 

KS3 Assessment Grading

• Each student has been assigned a curriculum related expectation based on their EOKS4 target.

• This is the minimum CRE students should aim to achieve for them to meet their EOKS4 target.

• A students CRE target pathway will remain the same throughout KS3 due to the increasing 
demand in knowledge, understanding and skills built into our challenging curriculum.  



How will my child be assessed in science?

Assessment is a very important part of our curriculum.

2 types of assessment at Jesmond Park Academy

1. Formative assessment
• Designed to be low stakes for the students (not graded)
• Allow staff to easily identify and address any gaps in knowledge 

and/or areas of misconception.

2. Summative assessment
• Graded assessments  
• Used to track student progress and encourage and support all 

students to be successful in science.



I know that… section

• Multi-choice test based on the knowledge goals for each topic.

• Self-assessed by student in red pen

• Staff to review answers and highlight in green 3 EBIs questions that students 
should focus on when revising the topic.

Formative assessment



Year 9 Summative Assessment

Three 75 minutes test papers

• First paper is part of the school 
Year 9 Mock week. This will be sat in 
the hall as a full practice mock exam 
to increase familiarity with the 
exams process.

• Consists of multiple exam style 
questions from past GCSE papers

• Assessments will test knowledge and 
understanding of content while also 
assessing working scientifically skills.

• In the style of GCSE exam papers to 
build on the mock experience in 
November allowing students to 
become familiar with the papers 
they will ultimately sit in Year 11



When and how will course decisions be made?

Separate Sciences or Trilogy?

1. Differences in the courses
Our separate sciences are taught in the same amount of lesson time as trilogy higher science but 
contains a greater amount of content and as such is taught at a fast pace. We must ensure that we 
select students who have shown throughout their year 9 studies that they are ready for the 
challenge of the content, pace and demand of the separate science course.

2. Requirements for separates selection

Grade 5 across the three summative assessments in year 9.

3. When the decision be made 
After the final assessment has been completed, all data will be reviewed and course selection and 
set selection will be arranged.  Students will find out their course when they receive their timetable 
in September 



In Year 10

1. Careful monitoring
We carefully monitor our top set trilogy students. They will be given three paper 1 mock 
exams as they move through the first part of year 9, physics paper 1 in November, Biology 
Paper 1 in January and Chemistry paper 1 in February.

2. Rationale 
Our aim is always to secure the best possible grade for our students and allow as many as 
possible progression to A level. For A level sciences students need at least two grade 6's in 
science,  it does not make a difference if those 6s come from separate sciences or from 
trilogy combined science. Our entry for A-Level sciences also requires a 5 or above on the 
higher maths paper.



How can I support my child with their science?

General advice

1. Check your child’s planner and frog each week.  
- Discuss any planner comments with a focus on how to improve.
- Talk to them about their homework.

2. Ask them what they have been learning in science.
- Ask them to bring home their books to show you.
- If they open up and say they are struggling email their teacher.

3. Encourage them to attend P7’s such as Science Club 
    (Thursday in s7 with Miss Morris)



How can I support my child with their science?

Revision Support
Before any summative assessment, students will be given a revision list.
This is a list of all the topics that may be assessed in the test.



Revision
What students think happens with revision…







Best form of revision is retrieval practice …

3 'R's: Remember It, Recall It, Retain It.



Revision
Promote revision strategies that get your child to 

actively retrieve their learning.

Example:  Flashcards.
Cards with question and the front and answers on the back.



Revision
Promote revision strategies that get your child to 

actively retrieve their learning.

Example:  Brain dump
Use the summary sheet (one drive) to add 
any info in red that they couldn’t recall.

On an A4 piece of paper, write down 
what you can remember from the topic.

REPEAT!
Hopefully, each time they 

will remember more.
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