How to Support Your
Child in English
Year 9



Results Overview 2026

86% of our students achieved 4+
75.6% our students achieved 5+
37.5% our students achieved top grades of 7-9

The best outcomes in our school’s history.

e

#1 English results in the city.




Curriculum Intent

"English allows students to explore profound
ideas about humanity and the world we live
In. It empowers students to understand and
reflect upon experiences beyond their own,
promoting values of tolerance and empathy.”



What will your child study in Year 9?
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Literature
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Novel Study:
The Book Thief

RS .S o2 UsS A K J

" { 7 4 )
» g\ A . W R
ol . ¥ ‘ = . X by
| 3 N RS
g o @
B W THENO L INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER 288
0’ I E F
! I i e
‘-“ 1 < . y -
S \% W \
‘f.'f' {
2y
|
N
i )
i
-

Novel Study:
The Book Thief




KS3 Assessments

Fiction Writing: Narrative writing based on the prompt 'It was a life changing
experience, and they knew things would never be the same again".
(narrative writing strategies, sequencing, exploring narrative perspectives)

Non-Fiction Writing:.. Mock exam point — Creative Writing

Write a speech to the governors of your school arguing that more must be done by school to
combat climate change.

(non-fiction texts, persuasive writing skills, cultural capital)

Reading: Explore the theme of prosperity in the following extract.
(analytical writing, contextual knowledge of Edwardian England and the early 20th Century)

Reading: How does Duffy present emotions in ‘Havisham’?
(dramatic monologues, analytical writing, alternative perspectives)

Writing: Write a description based on the image.
(narrative writing strategies, sequencing)

Reading: How does the writer characterise Hans in the opening of The Book Thief?
(analytical writing, exploring characterisation)




Supporting your child with
homework
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Our Frog quizzes have been designed to help your child reflect
on the skills and knowledge they have learned each week. Each
week, they will complete a 10 question quiz, with a range of
guestion types.



Core Knowledge

Half Term One: Features of Fiction (&, 3esmond par

Academy

How do writers craft their stories?

What will we know by the end of this half term?

O We will know how writers use narrative structure, O You will build on the work you
narrative voice and perspective, setting, imagery and did in Year 7 when studying
setting. characterisation in “The Bone

O We know how writers use characterisation and Sparrow” and ‘The Gothic'.

dialogue to convey ideas. O You will prepare for GCSE

O We know how to consider our decisions as a writers. English Language Paper 1

Section B.

Key vocabulary:

| O Narrative Structure O Conscience
QO Perspective O Morality
O Setting O Suspense
O Characterisation

| O Dialogue

You will complete a written response based on the title of a story. This will be a formative
assessment.

It —

Added to your child's
English book each
half-term.

Includes the focus of
the unit and key

vocabulary to focus
on.



Supporting your Child: Reading

Fewer than 31n 10 (28.0%) children and
young people aged 8 to 18 said that they

read daily in 2023, matching levels seen In
2022.

Children who enjoy reading and writing are
happier with their lives.

Children who enjoy reading are three times
more likely to have good mental wellbeing
than children who don’t enjoy it.

Our KS3 students also receive
support in-school through the
Reading Program.

They also have accessto a
wide variety of excellent

reading books in the school
library and English
classrooms.

National
Literacy
Trust




WHAT SHOULD | READ NEXT? K3
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WHAT SHOULD | READ NEXT? Ko3

“A MOST READ" - ANGIE THOMAS, AUTHOR OF THE RATE U GIVE

Jewell Parker Rhades

“Wise and kind

and unputdownable.
Hilary

author r';m’ sl(yl jarks War
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WOMEN'S SPEECHES THAT CHANGED THE
'WORLD, FROM PANKHURST TO THUNBERG
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Costa Award-winning author of The Explorer
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Supporting your Child: Newsletter

e U P dates Calling Newcastle’s 12 - 17 year olds!

Borrow and read five books from Newcastle

e Additional texts to read Libraries over the autumn term for a chance to

win one of five Travelling Man vouchers!

with your child
* Local opportunities and
competitions.

Scan the QR code for
full rules and more
info:




Supporting your Child: Team English

A department of 18 dedicated, fantastic teachers!

Head of English: Jennifer Allsopp

English KS3 Co-Ordinator: Gail Henderson
English KS4 Co-Ordinator: Jonathan Clark
English KS5 Co-Ordinator: Spencer Taylor

Thank gou for your support at home!
Academy
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