
This year in English we will be learning: This links to: Key Vocabulary:

1
The Bone Sparrow

• We will revise conventions of a prose novel.
• We will understand the Context – the  Myanmar refugee crisis, Australian detention 

centres and how these contribute to overall meaning in the novel.
• We will consider different types of narrator.

• Having spent Y7 considering your own place in the world and 
the gothic genre, you will consider more complex ideas about 
injustice and inequality in the wider world. 

• This will support your study of ‘An Inspector Calls’ in Year 10.

2
The Bone Sparrow

• We will understand layers of meaning in texts and consider multiple interpretations of 
language as well as different layers of meaning.

• We will know the conventions of spoken debate.
• We will know the conventions of writing to argue and establish an agreed structure 

for writing to argue.

• You will build upon your understanding of character and 
narrative voice from Year 7 to understand how writers 
establish time, setting and place.

• This will support you in GCSE English language Paper 2 
Writing to Argue.

• This will support your understanding of more diverse cultures 
later in the year.

3
Introduction to Victorian England

• We will explore an anthology of fiction and non-fiction work by Dickens.
• We will understand cultural contexts including: 19th Century education, religion, class / 

social discrimination, attitudes to women, attitudes to marriage.
• You will be able to analyse language  – close word level analysis of specific sections 

and devices used.

• You will build upon your prior knowledge of society, 
class/social discrimination, attitudes to women and attitudes 
to marriage through your study of ‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’ in Year 7.

• You will be prepared for an in depth study of ‘ACC’ at KS4. 

• Destitute
• Melancholy
• Misanthrope
• Plight
• Dismal

4
Modern Play – Noughts and Crosses

• We will identify key themes in a play as a whole and individual scenes.
• Understanding how the work of dramatists is communicated effectively through 

performance and how alternative staging allows for different interpretations of a play.
• We will understand the development of slavery to segregation mainly examples from 

America in the 1960’s.

• You will build your knowledge of plays and stagecraft, this 
links to your study of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ in Year 7

• This leads into the study of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ later in the 
year through themes such as tragedy, relationships and 
identity. 

• You will develop your understanding of key themes such as 
racism and prejudice, love and friendship as well as the idea 
of protest which will be revisited when studying ‘diverse 
voices’ in Year 9.

• Bigotry
• Empathy
• Discrimination
• Segregation
• Inferior

5
Poetry from Diverse Cultures

• We will Identify key themes in poetry and make links based upon culture, language 
and structure.

• We will analyse figurative language and evaluate poetic style and meaning.
• We will understand cultural contexts including: slavery, class / social discrimination, 

racial discrimination.

• You will build upon your knowledge from Y7 of more 
traditional poetic forms.

• You will build upon your understanding of  cultural contexts 
including: slavery, class / social discrimination, racial 
discrimination from ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ in Year 7 
and ‘Noughts and Crosses’ earlier this year. 

• Exasperating
• Displacement
• Segregation
• Immigration
• Iniquitous

6
Romeo and Juliet

• You will understand context – Shakespearean theatres and conditions; attitudes to 
marriage; patriarchy; reference to Greek Theatre via use of Prologue. Understanding 
the life of Shakespeare and identifying the types of plays he wrote (tragedy etc).

• Poetic techniques and analysis of how a sonnet is constructed and the purpose of this 
structure in Act 1 Scene 5.

• Understanding how the work of dramatists is communicated effectively through 
performance and how alternative staging allows for different interpretations of a play.

• You will consider how some of the themes explored in 
‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ such as patriarchy  and conflict 
are developed across the play ‘Romeo and Juliet’. 

• Links can be made back to Year 7 by considering the roles of 
men and women and exploring the context of the 
patriarchal, Elizabethan society.

• You will be prepared for an in depth study of another 
Shakespearean tragedy ‘Macbeth at KS4.

• Fate
• Destiny
• Exile
• Animosity
• Honour

What I will know and understand by the end of Year 8?

• Persecute
• Humanitarian
• Detention
• Violate
• Fanciful

• Escapism
• Foreboding
• Undermine
• Oppose
• Condemn

• Compassionate
• Culture
• Heritage
• Deprived
• Resentment

• Oppression
• Nurture
• Foreboding
• Recession
• Apprehension

• Optimism
• Pessimism
• Discriminatory
• Diverse
• Injustice

• Feud
• Unrequited
• Impulsive
• Infatuation
• Vengeance

• Contempt
• Wretched
• Avarice
• Multitude
• Squalor

• Descendant
• Indefinite
• Glinting
• Implausible
• Venture


