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Welcome to the Summer edition of Parklife, the Jesmond Park Academy 

magazine that celebrates our students’ achievements and offers a glimpse 

into the wider areas of school life.   With the record temperatures in the UK 

recently, the sun has definitely been shining on Jesmond Park Academy.  It 

has been a strange year in many regards, but has ended superbly with the 

publication of a ‘Good’ Ofsted inspection report for our school.  I would like 

again to put on record our thanks to the whole school community for their 

help in achieving this result.  It is extremely rare for a school to improve by 2 

categories under the new Ofsted Framework. To do this in such a short 

period of time means we are especially proud of the outcome.  

  

As I write this introduction, we are just about to finish our Transition Week 

and what a fantastic few days we have had!  It is always a big deal when our 

new cohort come up to visit the school and it has gone fantastically 

well.  The Year 6 students were superb and amazed us all with their 

talents.  More importantly, they all left with smiles on their faces.   No doubt 

future editions of the magazine will be full of their exploits.  A huge thank 

you needs to go to the Sixth Form student helpers who have been wonderful 

leaders and ambassadors for the school.  Speaking to Year 6, they have loved 

having the older students chaperoning them around the building and helping 

them with their learning. 

  

One of our priorities next year is to continue to increase the amount of 

Enrichment opportunities that we have at our school.  Ofsted recognised the 

impressive amount of clubs that we run, but we desperately want to get back 

to the number of shows and trips that we had on before the Pandemic.  We 

have started this process, with our Music, Dance and Drama production on 

Wednesday 20th June, which contained a superb range of 

performances from a wide range of students.  Moreover, we 

have been able to start our Oversees trips again, with a Ski 

Trip and a French trip on the plans for next year.  Enrichment 

opportunities are so important in creating the memories that 

students will remember and hopefully you will read about 

these opportunities next year. 

  

Anyway, I will leave you now to flick through these pages 

and find out about what has been happening in our school. 

Warm regards, 

 

Steve Campbell 
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 Steve Campbell 



Well what an amazing year it has been in the Maths 

department with the Maths Challenges. 

We got off to a flying start with 4 of the highest 

achieving girls at Gcse entering the Girls Olympiad in 

the autumn term. This challenge aims to encourage 

girls and young women to tackle advanced 

mathematical problems. It consists of 5 challenging 

questions to be completed in 2.5 hours which is a 

daunting prospect for any Mathematician. But not only 

were the girls happy to take part, they showed their 

true dedication to their studies and the subject by 

coming into school on a training day in October to 

complete it. We were overwhelmed with the results; 

Emily Chapman received a distinction certificate, Allie 

Keay and Lina Angal received merit certificates, Alice 

Cullen received a participation certificate. Well done to 

all of you.  

In the second half of the Autumn term the senior 

Maths challenge took place. This is aimed at students 

of year 12 age; 28 year 12 students and 4 year 11 

students took part. It’s a 90 minute, multiple choice 

challenge that is completed online in their own time. 

It encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of 

thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical 

techniques to solve interesting problems. The problems 

on the challenge are designed to make students think. 

Most are accessible, yet still challenge those with more 

experience. 

4 gold, 11 silver, 13 bronze certificates across the 

board. What an amazing accomplishment. Achieving a 

certificate puts our students in the top 66% of all 

participants; students with silver are in the top 33% 

and students with gold in the top 11%. Jaw dropping! 

I’m sure the year 11 students will be looking forward to 

having another go next year. 

Christmas came and went and then the Intermediate 

Challenge was looming just before February half term. 

This is similar to the Senior challenge but aimed at 

students in year 10. It promotes the same skills as the 

senior challenge, again it is completed online in 

students own time in the same way but is shorter in 

UKMT 
Maths Challenges  
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Steve Campbell 

with Ewan in 

Year 10 
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length at an hour.  Well, 40 students took part, 36 year 10 

and 4 year 9 students. The results were mind-blowing 

again. 8 gold, 9 silver and 10 bronze certificates putting all 

our students receiving a certificate in the top 50% of all 

participants. Well done everyone. 

Yet again so many to mention but Zachariah Al-

Ghewblawi, Amelie Brooks, Talia Elhag in year 9 and Beth 

Benson, Jonathon Duncan, Ethan McCormack, Ewan 

Palmer in year 10 were all invited to take part in the next 

round. Amazing Mathematicians all continuing to develop 

their problem solving skills. Ewan achieved a certificate of 

merit in the follow on round putting himself in the top 

25% of these incredible students taking part. 

Outstanding! 

Soldiering on into the summer term, the junior challenge 

was on the horizon. This is the same length and style as 

the intermediate competition but the questions are aimed 

at year 8 students. Again students gave up their own time 

to complete this at home; 39 year 8 and 5 year 7 students 

took part and yet again, the results were remarkable; 7 

gold, 14 silver and 11 bronze certificates. Congratulations 

to all who took part. 

Aiza Salim in year 7 incredibly qualified for the follow on 

round and did really well. No doubt she’ll be keen to have 

another go next year. Ben Benson in year 8 qualified for 

the elitist follow on round, the Olympiad, making him one 

of only 1200 participants across the country. We have 

amazing students at JPA but this is an extraordinary 

achievement; it’s the first time that I can record any 

student qualifying for the elitist round in a competition 

that is dominated by the private sector.   

 

 

   

Well done to everyone who has 

taken part in any of the Maths 

challenges this year. 



Volunteering at the  

Following on from previous work done with the Ogden Trust 

and Durham University looking at STEM ambassadors, 8 of our 

Year 12 students have been volunteering at the Centre for Life 

assisting with the Science club that they run every Tuesday 

evening for 8 of our potential Primary feeder schools. 

Each student from JPA was paired with a feeder school who 

they stayed with and supported for all 5 sessions and they 

helped them to develop their scientific knowledge, presentation 

and practical skills. The Centre for Life staff have been very 

welcoming and supportive to us and said ‘how incredible our 

JPA students were and what fantastic role models they had 

been’. I have watched this group of students gain so much 

confidence over the last few months, they are mentoring at the 

centre for Life on Tuesdays and running the science club here at 

JPA on Wednesdays with Mrs Johnson. I am immensely proud 

of this group of students as they have been a real credit to 

themselves and the school.  

We had a small thank you celebration event on Tuesday July 

12th with the students and Jenny Search; Head of Schools & 

Community Engagement at the Centre for Life and Lorraine 

Coghill; Durham University and the regional rep for the Ogden 

trust.  
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A group of nine of us in Year 12 were 

presented with an opportunity, where 

we help out in an ongoing programme 

for Y6s from various primary school 

from around the local area. A small 

group of these children from each 

school work their way through a series 

of small practicals to introduce them to 

the world of science. So far it has been a 

wonderful experience, not only has it 

been fun and exciting but it has also 

taught me some very useful things in 

things I didn’t expect it to. For example, 

it has taught me valuable lessons in 

presenting in front of a different 

audience in ways like keeping the 

children focused and their attention on 

the task, which was surprisingly difficult. 

So far we have done basic practicals like 

food tests and sound conduction, where 

the children are taught important 

science in a way that they probably 

don’t even realise it but more 

importantly in a way that they have fun. 

Alongside this, we have been running a 

project for the Y7 and 8 science club on 

a Wednesday after school, which the 8 

of us designed ourselves with Mrs 

Johnsons help. It revolves around the 

idea of the children’s space base plans, 

which they designed across the previous 

half-term, being stolen by a science 

teacher. The students have to run a 

series of practicals to eliminate suspects 

from a given list until they reach a 

conclusion of which teacher committed 

the crime. Up to this point it has been 

quite successful with (surprisingly) very 

few errors and mistakes, whilst being a 

very enjoyable process and allowing me 

to learn some more important lessons 

for working with younger kids, whilst 

also allowing me to understand the 

process that goes into planning a 

practical and presenting it. There have 

been some difficulties in keeping the 

children engaged throughout the whole 

process, especially in more monotone 

practicals where the main focus is just 

repeating a few quick steps. Despite 

this, we have managed to maintain a 

constant turnout each week and they 

enjoy themselves the majority of the 

time.  

For our practicals, we decided to run 4 

different practicals across 5 weeks, the 

first of which being an introduction. We 

chose toxicology (solubility of 

substances), flame tests, pH testing mud 

samples and chromatography and were 

split into 3 groups of two and one group 

of three, each group was then assigned 

one practical and tasked with planning 

the method, designing a PowerPoint, 

trialling the practical and completing the 

necessary risk assessment. Myself and 

my partner were assigned the mud 

samples practical and after some 

confusion and miscommunication we 

finally have everything sorted and 

prepped for this upcoming Wednesday.  

 

Charlie Roberts (Year 12.) 

The Young physicist of the year was 

awarded to Katie Hussain, Year 10. The 

awards were hosted by the Ogden trust and 

Durham University at the science campus 

on Tuesday 5th July 2022.  

The awards were presented by Paul Sapple 

Programme Manager for the Ogden Trust 

and Professor Paula Chadwick FRAS, soon 

to be Head of Department for Physics at 

Durham University. Katie was nominated 

for the following reasons ‘ Katie is a lovely, 

polite young lady and a pleasure to have in 

lessons. Katie always gives 100% effort to 

every task that she does and her enthusiasm 

and commitment to the subject is a joy to 

watch. Katie has made great progress this 

year and hopes to go on to study physics at 

A-Level where she will be an asset to the 

class. Katie will always go above and 

beyond to do her best and to help others 

and this is why we have nominated her for 

the young physicist of the year award.’ 

Katie attended with her mum, dad and 

younger brother. There were about 45 

schools represented and the students had 

been nominated for a wide range of reasons 

alongside a passion for physics and 

outstanding commitment to learning. 



Following our last announcement of 

area winners and commendations, we 

are thrilled to announce the national 

winners and runners-up of the Anthea 

Bell Prize in 2022.  

The competition ran for the second time 

in February-April 2022. It ran across 4 

levels in 5 languages, covering all year 

groups at secondary school from age 11 

to 18. For the first time this year the 

competition also ran in French and 

Welsh. Schools were asked to submit 

only the top five entries for each level. 

14,000 students took part in the 

competition task. A team of 36 judges 

read over 3,200 entries to the 

competition.  

Across the six strands of the 

competition running this year, the 

judges have selected 24 national 

winners, 20 national runners-up, 182 

area winners and 216 commended 

entries. Congratulations! All receive 

certificates, and the national winners 

and runners-up receive book prizes.  

Congratulations to Amelie Brooks 

(National winner for Mandarin Level 2) 

and Emily Chapman (National runner-up 

for Spanish Level 4). This is a fantastic 

achievement and we are delighted to 

have these talented linguists 

representing Jesmond Park Academy!  

The competition will be running again in 

September to launch the prize in time 

for International Translation Day (30 

September) and European Day of 

Languages (26 September).  
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ANTHEA BELL  

PRIZE  
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Try and catch a copy of this month’s Best of British 

Magazine, Britain’s Nostalgia and Heritage Magazine.  

There is a great article written by our very own 

Marcus Heslop.  He looks back on the career of the 

multi-tasking Brian Forbes.  It looks back on his life 

and career as a talented actor and producer.  Brian 

was married to actress, Nanette Newman, who has 

read the article and sent Marcus an email to thank 

him for writing such wonderful things that really 

summed him up. 

Marcus is also writing a new book which he hopes to 

finish over the Summer.   

Sadly he is leaving JPA soon to go onto Kenton 

School to be a Drama Teacher.  We will miss his wit 

and humour and wish him well in his new post. 

 

  

BEST OF 

BRITISH 
PAST AND PRESENT 



27 Year 9 GCSE Mandarin 

students visited the North 

East Chinese Centre in 

Chinatown to learn about 

Chinese calligraphy, Chinese 

art and tai chi.   

 

Students also visited a bubble 

tea shop and Chinese 

supermarket. 
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唐人街 
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As part of the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations the students in Art 

Club have been producing Jubilee themed bunting and portraits of 

Queen Elizabeth for display in the school.  We have also set a Year 

7 Art homework to produce a bunting design themed on the 

celebration. 

JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
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CELEBRATIONS 
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To celebrate the Queen's Jubilee, Eldon 

Square ran a World Environment Day digital 

poster competition for 9 to 13 year olds. 

Sustainability has always been a priority for 

the Queen, so they wanted posters to help 

them raise awareness of World Environment 

Day on the 5th June.   

The posters will be displayed on their 

Facebook page and needed to feature a 

message about climate change, the future, or 

the theme of World Environment Day 2022. 

After receiving over 100 posters, one of our 

Year 7 Students Aashi Shah was picked as a 

top 5 entry and will receive a runner up prize 

of a £10 gift card.   

Congratulations Aashi! 

Eldon Square asked us to pass on their 

thanks to all the children who entered as the 

designs were fantastic.    
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Aashi Shah, Year 7 
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School  



Our school choir were invited to 

Heaton Park on Saturday 25th June 

2022 as part of the Heaton 

Festival. 

“A FABULOUS 

PERFORMANCE” 

The choir put on a fabulous 

performance which included solos 

from Axel Kennedy, Bean Gillis, 

Narrissa Takher, Elsa Watson, 

Larissa De Silver, Irini Ibrahim, 

Emma Side, Joe Thompson, 

Hannah Clark and Florrie Jackson.   

There was a huge turn out to the 

event and they were all very well 

supported by the crowd! 

Congratulations to all of them on 

their first performance since the 

pandemic! 
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Visit by the 

Lord 
Chief 

Justice 

We were approached by the Young Citizens charity to host 

a visit by the Lord Chief Justice.  

He visited the school on Tuesday afternoon and talked to a 

group of Year 10 and 12 students who put their names for-

ward to be at the event. He arrived at 2:15pm and was met 

by Steve Campbell. 

The Lord Chief Justice talked to our students for about an 

hour or so from 2:30pm. Look North came along to film and 

interview our students.  
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Sixth Form Council decided to hold a Culture Day 

in school last Friday.  

Students dressed up in traditional costume and 

brought in food to share at lunchtime. There were 

delicious dishes from Iran and Pakistan as well as 

English scones with jam and cream.  

There are some great TikTok videos being 

circulated amongst the Sixth Formers. 

CULTURE DAY 
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The students met with the Violence 

Reduction Unit's Education team to 

participate in focus groups in order to 

develop a drugs and alcohol programme 

for use in schools and youth venues 

across the city.   

In the initial focus groups, the students 

gave a young person's perspective on 

what they felt their peers needed to 

know about and what would keep them 

safe.  They then participated in further 

focus groups to look at the package that 

was developed based on the work they 

had done, to give feedback on it and to 

suggest any further tweaks that could be 

made.   

The package that has been developed 

has been completely shaped by the 

students and will make a huge difference 

in schools across the city.  We are 

incredibly proud of our students for their 

active role in this and for being fantastic 

representatives  of Jesmond Park 

Academy. 
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NEWCASTLE EAGLES 

BASKETBALL 
 

Newcastle Eagles had their end of season photo last 

week featuring all of the current squads, I am pleased 

to say that Jesmond Park Academy past and present 

were very well represented: 

 

Sam Mumuini (Class of 2021) – BBL First Team 

Ali-Junior (Class of 2021) not pictured – NBL U23’s 

Vincent Xie (Y13) – EABL and U23’s 

Josh Osarenkhoe (Y12) EABL 

Felix Branston Macleod) Y12 - EABL 

George Merrifield (Y9) – Junior National League 
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SPORT  

AT 



On Tuesday 25th May our Year 7 girls 

Football team were representing 

Newcastle at the North of Tyne 5-a-side 

competition.  

They had qualified for this after winning 

the City competition back in November. In 

a very competitive competition, the girls 

performed amazingly well and  finished as 

runners up, losing only to eventual 

winners, Ovingham.  

All the girls were a credit to the school. 

Well done! 
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YEAR 7  

GIRL’S FOOTBALL 

Some of our very talented athletes 

travelled to Gateshead Stadium to 

compete at the Newcastle Schools 

Athletics Championships.  

They all performed fantastically well and 

as a result, 14 of them have qualified to 

represent Newcastle at the 

Northumberland County Championships 

after half term. 

Well done everyone involved! 

ATHELTICS 



We usually do an article about our A 
Level Art students at JPA and take 
photographs of their Art Exhibition.  

Unfortunately, circumstances did 
not allow for a public exhibition, but 
students were still able to display their 
work for external moderation. We 
wanted to pop up and take some 
photographs of the students’ work 

before the end of the year so that we 
did not miss out. 

The Y12 and Y13 students have 
produced some really inspirational 
work including:  large scale drawing, 
painting, mixed media and sculpture. 
We loved how resourceful and creative 
the students were in their use of 
materials. Some of the work invited 

you to reach out and touch it – we 
weren’t sure if they had used fabric or 
paper! 

Most of the students are going 
on to complete degree courses this 
September across the whole of the UK 
in courses such as: Interior Design, 
Fashion and Digital Art. We wish them 
all the very best for the future. 

Student Art 
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Ella Pitt attended the WUKF World Karate Championships in 

Florida, 2nd-7th July, and compete for SEKA ENGLAND.  She 

competed in two events and medalled in both.  She won a 

Silver medal in Kata All Styles Female Cadets 14-15, and a 

Bronze in Kata Shotokan Female Cadets 14-15.  Her family 

and school are very proud of her achievement.   

 

Well done Ella. 

 

  

PAGE 28        SUMMER EDITION  ISSUE 5    

 

“On Sunday 3 July, I went to a Karate Competition in 

Worksop.  It was my second competition and it was much 

busier than my first.  I arrived at 10.30 but my category 

wasn’t until 4.30.  My category was moved to a different area 

last minute, so I was just casually sitting with my friends 

when my dad came over to tell me my category had started.  

I thought he was joking, so I laughed until I realised I had 

about a minute and a half to put on all my kit.  No time for 

warm ups.  No time for stretches.  Running onto the mat still 

putting my mouth guard in, there was no time to be nervous.  

I won by 10 points (if you are more than 9 points ahead they 

stop the fight early) in the first 30 seconds.  My other two 

fights I won by 10 points again, then only one.  I won gold 

and was asleep by 9 o’clock.” 

 

Fleur wanted to share her story.  We are very proud of her. 

 

Congratulations and well done! 
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Well done to Calum Sayers Y8 who won the Northumberland 

County School Athletics under 15 Triple Jump at the 

weekend, and came second in Long Jump. 

 

 

 

  

Well done to our wonderful students William and Matilda for 

gaining over 3,600 Praise Points this half term. They have 

been presented with the Principal’s Special Award this 

morning. We are so proud of them for their hard work and 

behaviour around school. 

  

 

 



 

Miss Budimir would like to thank the 6th Form Spanish 

students who volunteered to support in helping deliver a 

lesson in West Jesmond Primary school, in which Year 4 

students wrote postcards in a cultural exchange with a 

school in Peru.   

This was a fantastic experience to meet potential future 

Jesmond Park Academy linguists and see the hard work of 

our A level Spanish students in action.  We hope to 

continue working together further and are delighted to 

have received news that the pupils have received replies to 

their postcards! 

 

On Monday 20 June Huw Edwards and Alex Jones revealed 

the winner of the Young Reporter of the Year Competition 

on the One Show live on television.  Lauren Mallaburn Y10 

won this national competition where there were over 2,000 

entries.  She wrote a short story about her grandma who 

has Alzheimer’s and her experiences of not being able to 

visit during lockdown.  There is going to be a further 

documentary about the story. 

 

Well done to Lauren! 
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Following on from an assembly and induction, a group of 

Year 12 students have started to volunteer with Vinnie's in 

Byker.  

Vinnie's is a centre for people in the community requiring 

help and support be it if they are homeless, refugees or in 

need of company. The centre runs a pay if you can cafe, a 

hostel, EAL support, a food and clothing bank and a range of 

activities to create social inclusion. We are very proud that 

our students have been helping out in their community in this 

way. 
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If you have any articles you would like to share you can send them to hdonnelly@jesmondparkacademy.org.uk 


