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As we approach the end of an unprecedented school year, I would 

like to begin this edition of ‘Park Life’ with a heartfelt thank you to 

every one of our fabulous students. Despite the obstacles faced this 

year they have all demonstrated unfailing resilience and have 

impressed me constantly with their hard work and desire to achieve.  

Every day I marvel at the commitment and energy demonstrated 

across the school and feel extremely proud to be Principal of such a 

fantastic group of young people. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff and 

governors of Jesmond Park Academy who have made an extremely 

positive impression on me throughout this term and who have made 

me feel incredibly welcome.  This year has been incredibly hard for all 

involved in our schools and I have been hugely impressed by the 

levels of dedication and hard work shown by all involved and by the 

massive support shown for our students’ wellbeing.  

One of many huge impacts of Covid restrictions upon our schools 

this year has been the loss of the many enrichment and creative 

activities that so many of our students revel in; one of my keen 

hopes for next year is to revive the focus on the arts and the valuable 

community events that help enable our students to develop their 

skills and talents in directions other than the traditional academic 

route. A good education is so much more than just tests – At 

Jesmond Park we aim to move forward next year to build on the solid 

foundations already laid in this area and to help all students to feel 

inspired to develop their own unique talents and skills – and to 

discover those they do not yet know they have!  

Another key focus of our school remains the 

curriculum and we are dedicated to ensuring that our 

Cultural Capital project continues to thrive and to 

develop our students’ appreciation and understanding 

of the wider world.  I know that many of our parents 

have supported us in this endeavour by suggesting 

topics we should cover; progress made in this area, and 

many others, is covered later in the magazine and I 

invite you to read on to find out more. 

Many of you would have read the article in the Evening 

Chronicle about one of our Year 9 students who is 

raising money for Newcastle Hospitals Charity and the 

Newcastle United Foundation. There is further 

information inside this copy of Park Life if you want to 

support this student . 

I would like to finish by wishing you all a healthy, happy 

and (hopefully!) sunny summer holiday and look 

forward to welcoming everyone back to school 

refreshed and ready to begin a fresh new and exciting 

year in September.  
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COURAGEOUS STUDENT 

RAISING FUNDS 

A student in Year 9 was left paralysed from the waist 

down after going to hospital with sudden and 

excruciating back pain two days after Christmas this 

year.  Daniel Hassan, in Year 9, has spent six months 

in hospital after being diagnosed with a “one in a 

million” condition. 

He had been playing chess 

with his brother (Sami in Year 

8) on December 27 when he 

suddenly started experiencing 

agonising back pain.  Within 

10 minutes he had lost all 

feeling in his legs. 

Daniel was taken to the Royal 

Victoria Infirmary, and after 

several days was diagnosed 

with acute transverse myelitis 

- an extremely rare condition 

that has left him paralysed from the waist down.  

After three months of being bedbound, he transferred 

into a wheelchair, and eventually started walking on 

crutches. 

In June, Daniel finally walked out of the ward to 

return home with his family, applauded by the doctors 

and nurses who cared for him.  “The medical staff are 

treating him as a miracle” Daniel’s mum said.  “It’s 

very difficult to say what will happen next with his 

condition because it’s very rare and very individual.  

That’s the hardest bit - the prognosis isn’t clear, but 

we are optimistic with what he has achieved so far.” 

As well as working hard with physiotherapists, Daniel 

was also visited regularly by a project officer from the 

Newcastle United Foundation, who helped him try a 

variety of adapted sports.  

Daniel’s mum said: “It showed 

him that nothing's impossible 

and he can still play sport, his 

life as a sportsperson isn’t 

over.”  On Wednesday, June 

23, Daniel managed to walk 

out of the ward without using 

his crutches - something he 

had promised he would do 

“from day one”. 

Now Daniel has decided that 

he wants to give something back, and is fundraising 

for both the Newcastle Hospitals Charity and the 

Newcastle United Foundation.  From the date of the 

week he was discharged from hospital until the date 

of the Great North Run and his 15th birthday on 

September 12, he will aim to walk a minimum of 

10,000 steps per week. 

 

“ The medical 

staff are treating 

him as a miracle ” 

Daniel’s fundraising pages can be found at 

 www.justgiving.com/fundraising/daniel-h1  
and  

www.gofundme.com/f/supporting-children-in-longterm-hospital-stay 

A courageous Year 9 student at Jesmond Park 
Academy is raising money for Newcastle Hospitals 

Charity and the Newcastle United Foundation 
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On Wednesday 9th June 
we invited our Year 13 students back 

to school for a full day of celebratory 

events before they leave us in July.  

The day began with an 
assembly, hosted by the Year 13 

tutors and with speeches from 

principal Steve Campbell and head of 

sixth form Andy Costello.  Luc 

Hindmarch helped to choose the 

music that accompanied the 

presentation which included some 

lovely farewell messages from staff, 

Year 8 photos, friendship group 

photos and End of Year Awards - 

which are always controversial!  After 

the assembly Mr Woodcock took 

group photos which the students will 

be able to view on the VLE.  The 

students were then treated to a pizza 

lunch, with an enormous delivery of 

50 pizzas, plus crisps, drinks and 

cakes, and goody bags with keyrings, 

sweets and postcards in them.  

What better way to work 
off a belly full of pizza?  Rounders on 

the field of course! Some students 

chose to relax and enjoy the sun and 

warm weather while others played 

rounders and tug of war - brilliantly 

organised by the PE Department.  

An unfortunate end to  
the day was an accident involving a 

member of staff, who took a tumble 

and ended up being taken to the RVI 

in an ambulance. Thankfully she is in 

good spirits and the incident hasn’t 

put her off continuing to work with 

the 6th Form team. Phew! 

Overall, it was a  
fantastic day and we felt it gave the 

students the best send off possible 

under the circumstances.  We’re very 

proud of the way they have handled 

the situation they have found 

themselves in and are looking 

forward to celebrating with them 

further on results day in August.  

A huge thank you to everyone 

involved in arranging the day’s 

events.  
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Three year 12 students (Daniel Matthan, Sheng 

Yao He and Muneeb Anwar) have spent the last 

12 weeks working on a project run by ORBYTS 

(Original Research By Young Twinkle Students) 

looking into forecasting the power of ULF (Ultra 

Low Frequency) waves. This was a unique 

opportunity for the pupils to undertake cutting-

edge science that has a meaningful impact on 

future global systems science studies working 

alongside experts in the field. 

This is the first year Jesmond Park Academy has 

taken part in this project and the students have 

worked closely with award winning staff from 

Northumbria University including Dr Antonio 

Portas, Dr Jasmine Kaur Sandhu and Sarah 

Bentley. 

The students received fantastic praise and 

feedback for their professionalism and 

knowledge during their presentation of their 

results at the Celebration event and conference, 

which was held on the evening of Wednesday 

28th May 2021.  The 3 students from Jesmond 

Park Academy were joined by many others from 

establishments such as St Gilgens, Oasis Lords 

Hill and UCL Academy.  

The students research will contribute towards 

building a new predictive model of the Earth's 

Radiation Belts and will feed into the ULF wave 

part of that model. This work will be done in 

partnership with the British Antarctic Survey 

and the UK Met Office, and is likely to form part 

of the Space Weather forecasting provided by 

the UK Met Office to government and industry. 

 

Miss Bradley 

ORBYTS 
FORECASTING THE POWER 

OF ULF WAVES 

“The students received fantastic  

praise and feedback for their professionalism 

and knowledge” 

Science at Jesmond Park Academy 
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Science at Jesmond Park Academy 
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Adam Shore, Science communication and Education 

Outreach for Kielder Observatory was kind enough to 

do some live events via Teams for our year 10 and 11 

physics students during lockdown. 

These sessions were delivered as a livestream with 

students able to submit questions to be answered live 

during the sessions that covered the lifecycle of stars. 

The student feedback was excellent with many students 

wanting to go and visit Kielder once it is open again. 

We have taken students to visit Kielder previously and 

are always impressed with the staff and facility.  

Recently the observatory has announced the 

development of an augmented reality Kielder 

Observatory, allowing people to view a virtual night 

time sky, and is developing an online Kielder learning 

resource, with many more initiatives on the horizon that 

we hope to take advantage of. 

Miss Bradley 

Adam Shore  

Science Communication and Education  Outreach 

 

The universe is a pretty big place. If it’s 

just us, it seems an awful waste of space. 

 

—Carl Sagan, Contact 

“               ” 

KIELDER 
OBSERVATORY 
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YEAR 11 MEDIA COURSEWORK  
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MATHS CHA   ENGE  20 
21 

Each year the Maths department enter selected 

students to compete in a national maths 

competition organised by the UKMT. This is 

something that we are incredibly proud of at JPA 

as this is a competition dominated by the private 

sector. The competitions are multiple choice 

lasting 60-minute and as a result of Covid 19 can 

now be completed online. It 

encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of 

thought, and fluency in using mathematical 

techniques to solve interesting problems. The 

problems on the challenges are designed to make 

students think. 

In February, a selection of year 10 and year 9 

students completed the Intermediate Individual 

Maths Challenge. The results were amazing, with 

many students receiving certificates (only the top 

40% of students are awarded certificates).  

In addition to the initial competition, around 

8000 students nationally are personally invited 

to a further stage. Ana Maheri (Yr 10), Jonathan 

Duncan and Ewan Palmer (Yr 9) were invited to 

complete this elite round and all were successful. 

Jonathan and Ewan each received a merit 

certificate putting them in the top 25% of 

competitors which is an outstanding 

achievement. 

In April, a selection of year 8 and year 7 students 

completed the Junior Individual Maths 

Challenge. Yet again the results were amazing, 

with many students receiving certificates (only 

the top 40% of students are awarded 

certificates).  

In addition to the initial competition, Zach Al-

Gheblawi, Amelie Brooks, Grace Ferguson, 

Daniel Guy and Luca McAreavey (Yr 8) and Ben 

Benson (Yr 7) were personally invited to 

complete this further round and all were 

successful. Zach and Luca each earnt a merit 

certificate putting them in the top 25% of 

competitors; an exceptional performance. 

A true celebration of the remarkable 

mathematical talent we have at JPA.  

Mrs Kennedy 
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It was with great honour and pride 

for the student and staff at 

Jesmond Park Academy that 

Newcastle Local Authority 

awarded 5 students from the 

school with the very prestigious 

‘Newcastle Schools Achievement 

Award.’  

The purpose of the Newcastle 

Schools Achievement Awards is to 

celebrate a student’s personal and 

academic achievements. 

The award went to - Majed 

Zmezm, Kiyan Mosavi, Jay Parry, 

Isaac Wassall and Chantelle Smith. 

The award was given to these 

students because they had 

demonstrated over the last two 

years at school a resilient attitude 

to learning and perseverance to 

the unexpected problems that 

they had faced throughout their 

learning. 

AWARDS 
NEWCASTLE SCHOOLS  
ACHIEVEMENT 

Mr Aitken and a group of Yr10 

volunteers spent several lunchtimes 

tidying up the grass areas near to 

the bus stop, the Spinney flats, care 

home and Spinney park.   

The students were warmly received 

by customers of Monsieur Crepe 

and several members of public 

praised the students as they 

worked.   

In total, 28 bags of rubbish were 

collected over three weeks. 

 

STUDENTS:  

 Chloe Lee 

 Shayna Ornsby  

 Liam Brown  

 Jasmine Tasker  

 Ruby O’Reiley  

 Ben Cornish  

 Lily Hall  

 Mehrnaz Javidikia  

COMMUNITY 

VOLUNTEERING 
IN THE 
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Despite a highly unusual year for our students, the 

language department at Jesmond Park Academy 

have been delighted to be able to take part in the 

Anthea Bell Prize for Young Translators 2020-21 

translation competition this term. 

This competition, organised on behalf of The 

Queen’s College, University of Oxford, has been 

established in celebration of the linguistic 

contribution of Anthea Bell, who ranked among the 

leading literary translators of the 20th and 21st 

centuries. She won numerous literary awards and 

translated French, German and Dutch texts into 

English (including the writings of Kafka, Freud, the 

Brothers Grimm, Hans Christian Andersen and many 

others). 

By participating, we have been able to provide our 

budding linguists with a real-life taster experience 

of what the job of a translator entails and the 

opportunity to share this with their classmates. We 

were overwhelmed to see that over 150 students 

signed up to take part across the year groups. Many 

of whom were even able to attend the after-school 

Anthea Bell Prize for Young Translators 2020-21 

“ We have been very 

impressed with their 

dedication and the level of 

creativity in their 

sessions, where it was fantastic to see them getting 

stuck into the role of professional translators. We 

have been very impressed with their dedication and 

the level of creativity in their language skills, 

translating a range of different texts from Spanish, 

French and Mandarin into English. 

We were extremely pleased to see that six 

students from Jesmond Park Academy were 

selected as area winners last week from entries 

across the North-East, in French, Mandarin and 

Spanish, for the first Anthea Bell Prize for Young 

Translators. The names of the winners can be found 

on The Queen's College, University of Oxford 

website: www.queens.ox.ac.uk/anthea-bell-prize-

winners-2021  and have also been posted on 

twitter: @TranslationExch 

All area winner entries were then considered for 

the national competition, and we are very proud to 

announce that Anahita Rezaei Gomari (year 7) is the 

level 2 runner up for Mandarin and Faron Smith 

(year 11) is the level 3 winner for Spanish. 

This is an incredible achievement, and we would 

like to send congratulations to all the area and 

national winners, as well as all the students who 

have taken part, and praise them for their incredible 

effort and dedication in this competition. 

Miss Budimir & Miss Sun 

“ This is an incredible 

achievement ” 

      Winners 
Level 1:  Ivy Middleton, Year 7 

Level 3:  Alma Poole, Year 10 

Level 2:  Anahita Rezaei Gomari, Year 7 

Level 2:  Anika Corney, Year 9 

Level 3:  Faron Smith, Year 11 

Congratulations! 
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'Our budding linguists in the role of translators'  'Working together to find the ideal word!'  
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Our Approach 
The idea of cultural capital was developed by 

the French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu. He 

believed the more cultural capital you have the 

more powerful you are. He defined cultural 

capital as ‘culture within a society’. He saw 

families passing on cultural capital to their 

children by introducing them to dance and 

music, taking them to theatres, galleries and 

historic sites, and by talking about books and 

art.  Evidence suggests that the cultural capital 

passed on through families helps children do 

better in school. 

For the first time the new OFSTED framework 

requires schools to develop their pupils’ cultural 

capital to help them succeed in life. OFSTED’s 

understanding of ‘knowledge and cultural 

capital’ is derived from the following wording in 

the national curriculum: 

‘It is the essential knowledge that pupils need 

to be educated citizens, introducing them to 

the best that has been thought and said and 

helping to engender an appreciation of human 

creativity and achievement.’     Ofsted School 

Inspection Handbook 2019 

In our school we recognise our role in 

developing cultural capital. We know that 

students with a wider cultural knowledge are 

more likely to access text, draw analogies and 

interpret information in different contexts. A 

simple example could be, students with cultural 

knowledge of some Biblical stories will be 

better able to access references made about 

them in books and stories. Put simply they are 

more likely to succeed in school as they already 

have some useful knowledge in their long term 

memory. 

As a school we feel that if the definition of 

cultural capital remains narrow there is a risk 

some children will feel left out. This means we 

have a broader approach to cultural capital 

making it more likely to bring the students 

together and ‘level the playing field’. 

We therefore define cultural capital as:  

‘something it is important  all our students 

should experience, either through reading, 

listening, seeing or doing that will culturally 

enrich their lives and potentially help them 

succeed in life’’  

There are several strategies we employ: 

 

JPA 365 - we have identified the 365 culturally significant ‘things ‘ which we want 

students to be aware of by the time they leave school. As you can imagine the list is 

diverse, ranging from “How an internal combustion engine works” to  “The Jabberwocky” 

and everything in between. You can view all these on our cultural capital webpage by 

logging in with your child and clicking the  icon shown below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing daily cultural information on our corridor info screens linked to the ‘On this 

day…’ theme e.g.: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out of interest you can hear an audio recording of the first chapter of Moby Dick on our 

cultural capital webpage.  We also always include a Geordie theme on the last slide so 

students learn a bit more about their local environment. For example:  

How do we develop cultural capital at school? 

1 

2 
On this day…. 

 ...in 1851 “Moby Dick” by Herman 

Melville was first published. 

 It is the story of a sailor who joins a 

whaling crew. 

 The captain is called Ahab. 

 He has wooden legs and is obsessed 

with catching a great while whale 

called Moby Dick who “took his legs”. 

Geordie Diary 

On this day in 1852 Tyneside 

commuters were pampered when 

changes were made to the rail service 

between Newcastle and South 

Shields. 

Third-class carriages got a roof and 

second-class ones were lit at night. 



Weekly cultural capital assembles with KS3 focusing on topical themes (e.g. we recently 

covered Pride Month) and also covering many things from the JPA 365.  

Recent assemblies have covered the Temple of Abu Simbel, Bob Dylan’s “The Time they 

are a changin’” and To Kill a Mocking Bird by Harper Lee. Our plan for next year is to go 

on a bit of a journey through time and place by following 3 general sequential themes 

through which to develop Cultural Capital 

 

 Our school e.g school history, famous alumni, the community we 

serve, celebrating the diversity fo our school community 

 Our local Area and Newcastle e.g. The Spinney, Heaton Park, 

Armstrong (Jesmond Dene/Bridge) 

 The North east and the North e.g. science, technology, sport, 

industry, art, Literature 

 

From here we then plan to take on Britain and the World!!! 

 

 

 

Our next step, which is probably our most impactful is to incorporate opportunities for 

cultural capital in departmental topic tables thereby ensuring cultural capital is an integral 

part of our curriculum. 

This is an area we want to develop further and are ambitious about what we can do. Our 

3 year plan below shows the range of things we hope to do. 

3 

4 
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YEAR 13 MEDIA COURSEWORK  YEAR 13 MEDIA COURSEWORK 
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G LLERY
Year 11 Fine Art & 3D Art 

 

Here is a just a small selection of coursework submitted by our wonderful Year 11 students. 

They proved how tough they were during these challenging times. The level of skill and varied 

responses demonstrate their hard work and commitment to the subject. 
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FRANCESCA CARRINO 

Francesca Carrino’s coursework 

demonstrates her passion for 

portraiture. Many months of  

experimentation through materials 

and scale, would often take Fran far 

from her amazing ability to portray 

realism but nevertheless I’m sure 

that you’d agree the outcomes are 

impressive! 
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JPA 
BASKETBALL  

PROGRAMME 
Since the slight easing of lockdown 

restrictions it has been great to see 

our nationally recognised basketball 

programme getting back into full flow, 

allowing training to resume by 

following the Basketball England 

‘return to play roadmap’. The athletes 

have returned to training and are in 

great basketball shape and not the 

shape of basketballs as some of us had 

developed into over lockdown! Clearly 

the players have been keeping 

themselves fit and focused during the 

lockdown period and we are building 

towards the 2021/22 season. 

The programme at JPA  is lead and 

designed by well renowned award 

winning Coach Graham Heath from 

Newcastle Eagles Community 

Foundation (Children’s Coach of the 

Year, Coach of the Year NBL Div 3) 

and the school partnership is overseen 

by assistant Headteacher Dave 

Merrifield. 

As student athletes at Jesmond Park 

Academy each player involved in the 

programme has access to; 

 a minimum of two coaching sessions 

per week. 

 

 personal development advice and 

guidance from the head coach. 

 the Newcastle Schools 

competitions U14s, U16s, U18s. 

 the National schools competitions  

 

This extra-curricular club is not for 

the faint hearted; we base the 

programme around Basketball 

England’s training sessions and the 

aim is to develop highly skilled teams 

and individuals. The athletes train 

every Tuesday and Thursday from 

2.45 until 4.15.  

We are always recruiting new 

players. Previous experience of 

basketball is not required to join this 

group but commitment and a good 

work ethic are. As well as 

establishing representative school 

teams, all players are supported and 

encouraged to join one of the eleven 

local basketball clubs in the region all 

of which we have links with via 

Newcastle Eagles Community.  

The basketball programme has been 

exceptionally successful since being 

established in partnership with 

Newcastle Eagles and continues to 

go from strength to strength. We are 

incredibly proud of all of our teams 

and players. 

Not only are our teams and individual 

players highly successful but we also 

have many successes off the court. 

Just two to highlight at this point are 

Ying Li, who is one of our senior 

players coaching both in school and 

the local community and of course 

Reece Anderson, our budding sports 

journalist who has his own social 

media platform dedicated to all 

things basketball and has written 

many outstanding match reports, 

player profiles and other sporting 

content. 

 

If your child is interested in becoming 

part of this programme please 

encourage them to speak with Mr 

Merrifield or email him directly. It 

may feel a little daunting but the 

friendships, loyalty and community 

team spirit amongst our players is 

exceptionally positive and the 

players are an absolute pleasure to 

be around. I would recommend 

getting involved without exception. 

2018-19 SEASON 

Newcastle School champions at 

U16s and U18s, Newcastle School  

runners up U14s, English School 

qualifiers U14s, Final Eight in the 

English Schools U16s 

 

2019-20 (SEASON CUT SHORT) 

Newcastle school champions U14s, 

U16s, Newcastle School  runners 

up U18s, English School qualifiers 

U14s(unbeaten until season 

cancellation), English School 

qualifiers U16s 
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 Aironas Sukys Newcastle Eagles EABL 

Player 

 Sam Mamuni North East England, 

Newcastle Eagles EABL Player 

 Ali Junior Newcastle Eagles Academy 

Player 

 Enzo Barradas Eagles Academy Player 

 Eddie Mathew Newcastle Eagles BBL 1st 

Team 

 Haris Ali Newcastle Eagles Academy 

Player MVP 

 Sol Clark Newcastle Eagles Academy 

Player 

 Fin Rockcliffe 

 Sam Roxborough Newcastle Eagles 

community coach 

 Chris Lyndsley – North East England, 

Newcastle Eagles U23 

 

 Vincent Xie- Newcastle Eagles EABL 

Player 

 Felix Branston Mcleod- Newcastle 

Eagles Academy Player 

 Sean Andison - Newcastle Eagles 

Academy Trials 

 Lord Grace Teka- Newcastle Eagles 

Academy Trials 

 Josue Curiaquita- Newcastle Eagles 

Academy Trials 

 George Merrifield- North East England 

U11 and U13, Newcastle Eagles 

Academy Player 

 Harry Merrifield- North East England 

U11, Newcastle Eagles Academy Player 

NOTABLE ALUMNI 

NOTABLE CURRENT PLAYERS 

RECENT TEAM ACHIEVEMENTS 
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Donation of Books from 

Vision for Education, 

Supply Agency 

Paul from Vision for Education popped into 

school on Friday and kindly donated 40 copies of 

Marcus Rashford’s book, “You are a Champion, 

How to be the best you can be”.   

Rashford draws on stories from his own life to 

show that success is all about the mindset. 

Readers find out how positive thinking can 

change their life, build mental resilience, learn 

how to navigate adversity and discover the 

unstoppable power of their own voice. You 

already have the tools you need to achieve your 

dreams; you just might not know it yet! 

The book is packed full of stories from his own 

life and top tips from a performance 

psychologist, particularly important given the 

current emphasis on student wellbeing and 

positive thinking.  Marcus has done a lot of work 

for young people with the campaign to get free 

school meals during the school holidays. 

The books will be given to selected students, 

with some copies going to the library.  

BOOK  
DONATION 
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If you have any articles you would like to share you can send them to hdonnelly@jesmondparkacademy.org.uk 


