
 

Information for Parents/Carers on the use of face coverings in school – March 2021 

Jesmond Park Academy is committed to ensuring that students get back to school and formal 

education as quickly and safely as possible. Our Coronavirus protocol is on the school website and 

work is ongoing on behind the scenes to ensure students remain safe and continue their learning.  

Having carefully considered the latest guidance issued in February 2021 we have taken the following 

decisions:  

 Students and staff are to continue to wear face coverings in corridors and stairwells, when moving 

between all lessons, including those lessons both inside and outside of their bubble base area, and 

as they move to and from morning break and lunchtime. Face coverings must be worn while 

standing and seated in eating areas and can be removed when seated to eat. They must be worn at 

all times in libraries and communal spaces. Students need to put on their face coverings on as soon 

as they enter school building in the morning. 

 Students must wear face coverings in the classroom to reduce the risk of virus transmission. Face 

coverings should be worn by all staff in classrooms whenever possible and particularly if there is the 

risk of 2m social distancing not being able to be consistently maintained from students/other staff. 

 Those students and staff who are medically exempt from wearing face coverings are not required 

to wear them. They must display an exemption lanyard. 

Face coverings should preferably be of a plain colour with no logos or offensive markings. We 

reserve the right to ask a student to remove a face covering that is deemed inappropriate; this will 

be replaced by a school disposable mask until a more appropriate one is sourced. 

The use of face coverings will provide staff, students, and parents with additional confidence around 

maintaining the safest possible environment for everyone in school. 

Use of Face Coverings in School 
When and why will my child need to wear a face covering in school? 

Your child will need to wear a face covering when they come into school and keep their face 

covering on at all times, unless seated and eating, or if they are exempt in advance through 

registration on or website. We have decided to take this measure because we feel that it is 

important to enhance our procedures as much as possible to keep everyone as safe as we can in 

school, based on the latest guidance. 

Where will my child need to wear their face covering in school? 

At all times inside the school building, except when seated and eating in a designated dining area. A 

face covering does not need to be worn outdoors but can be if students wish to. 

What will my child need? 

A face covering. We recommend re-usable coverings so that it can be used more than once, as it will 

need to be taken on and off several times throughout the day. If this is not an option they will need 

to bring in several single use face coverings every day. The face covering should be secured to your 

child’s head using ear loops only. Face coverings should preferably be of a plain colour with no 



logos or offensive markings. We reserve the right to ask a student to remove a face covering that 

is deemed inappropriate; this will be replaced by a school disposable mask until a more 

appropriate one is sourced. 

A sealable plastic bag. This is to keep their face covering in when they are not using it. This is so that 

it does not contaminate (or get contaminated by) any other surfaces in school. Face coverings for 

school need to be specifically for use in school. Any face covering used for their journey to and from 

school must be kept separate from their school face covering in its own sealed plastic bag. 

Where can I get a face covering? 

You can purchase them in shops and online from a wide range of retailers. There are instructions 

from the government on how to make your own face coverings in the link at the end of this 

document. Please supervise children making their own face covering. 

How should my child use their face covering? 

A face covering needs fit securely against the side of the face and cover the nose and mouth while 

allowing your child to breathe comfortably. It must not be worn around the neck or forehead at any 

time. It should ideally be two layers of fabric, the World Health Organisation recommends 3 

depending on the material being used. The face covering must cover their nose and mouth when 

they are wearing it. They should not touch the front of the face covering or the part that has 

touched their mouth and nose as it could be contaminated with the virus. They should wash/sanitise 

their hands before and after touching the face covering, including when taking it off and putting it on 

and only handle the straps/ties. It needs to be secured in a sealable plastic bag between uses. If it 

becomes damp they should not wear it and they should replace it carefully. Face coverings must not 

be taken off and put back on again in quick succession and face coverings must never be shared 

between students. Single use face coverings need to be disposed of after use – not in a recycling bin. 

Please see the government link at the end of this information about the use of face coverings. We 

would be grateful if you could go through the information with your child. We will be using this in 

school. 

How often will it need to be washed? 

Re-usable coverings will need to be washed at the end of every day, ready for your child to wear 

them the following day. You can wash and dry reusable face coverings with normal laundry by 

following the washing instructions for the fabric and using normal detergents. 

What if my child is exempt from wearing a face covering? 

They won’t need to wear one in school. They will need to wear an exemption lanyard. 

Some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings. For example people who cannot put on, 

wear or remove a face covering because of a physical or mental illness or impairment, or disability, 

or if you are speaking to or providing assistance to someone who relies on lip reading, clear sound or 

facial expression to communicate. There is further information about exemption in the link at the 

end of this document. Please let us know if you think your child is exempt as soon as possible so that 

we don’t ask them to wear a face covering. You can complete and submit an exemption form by 

following the link on the key information and updates page on the school website with your child’s 

name and year group. This information will be passed to the appropriate year team. 

  



What if my child forgets their face covering? 

We do have a small supply of spare coverings available at school. To be safe in the knowledge that 

everyone has one please make sure that your child has their own so that we can keep the supply of 

spares for emergencies. We are issuing planner comments to students without face coverings as we 

need to ensure that our emergency supply is maintained. 

Further detailed information about face coverings 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-

make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
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