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PRAISE CODE



PRAISE Code
• Our principal aim is to encourage high expectations and high 

standards of achievement, both academic and personal.

• We believe that a calm, friendly, disciplined atmosphere, in 
which hard work and co-operation are respected and rewarded, 
is the best way to achieve this aim.

• Poor behaviour is unacceptable in this school and will not be 
tolerated.

• The school will do what is reasonably practicable to eliminate 
poor behaviour and to support those who need help.

• Equally, the school will reward and celebrate the achievements 
of those that achieve high standards, whether those are in 
relation to their academic potential or in their attitude and 
conduct.



PRAISE: In lessons a simple system 
operates:

• You must have your planner out on the desk in every lesson.

• When you have worked well in lessons and been ON TASK, ON TIME, 
ON SIDE you should receive one PRAISE Stamp.

• When you have have produced very good work you should receive two 
PRAISE Stamps.

• When you have produced excellent work you should receive three 
PRAISE Stamps.

• There is a maximum of 3 stamps that can be awarded in a single lesson.  
In a double lesson you may be awarded up to 6 stamps.

• If you receive a verbal warning or planner comment then you will not be 
awarded any PRAISE Stamps for that lesson.



1: Verbal warning.
2: First behaviour planner 
comment.
3: Second planner comment 
and moved in the room.
4: Third planner comment and 
moved from the room.







How to understand a planner 
comment

Location 
or lesson

Date of issue

Staff initials

Planner 
comment 

code

EXAMPLE PLANNER 
CODES
L = Late
Ch = Chewing
B  = Behaviour
D = Defiance
Li = Litter
U = Uniform
O = Out of bounds
AS = Around School
E = Equipment
H = Homework



Planner comments and detentions
• Planner comments are counted every Monday by Form Tutors 

and may lead to detention.

• Detentions are held every Friday and vary in length, depending 
on the number of planner comments a student received the 
previous week.
• 3-5 planner comments = 1 hour

• 6-8  planner comments = 1hour 20mins

• 9-11 planner comments = 1 hour 40mins

• 12 planner comments   = 2hrs

• Most students do not end up in detention! 

• Parents are asked to avoid medical/dental appointments on a 
Friday.  We would require proof.



MR MCLAUGHLIN

HEAD OF YEAR 7



SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS

• Have a high level of attendance (in non-Covid times)

• Have a good subject knowledge

• Have worked hard over an extended period of time

• Follow their teachers' and parents' advice

• Are well prepared

• Are well organised

• Are well rested

• Are confident and relaxed

• Take the process seriously

• Try hard, never give up

• Show perseverance after tough papers

• Use their time productively



LESS SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS

• Have lower levels of attendance

• Know little about the subject they are studying

• Do their own thing

• Do not prepare or revise

• Are disorganised with their timetable and 

preparation

• Are burned out

• Have wound themselves up and “stressed out”

• Think that mocks or practices are unimportant 

(they will wait for the “real thing”)

• Give up after one tough exam

• They waste time



SUCCESSFUL STUDY AND 
REVISION IN YEAR 7



SUPPORTING 
WELLBEING & 
ONLINE SAFETY











MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT IN 
SCHOOL

Student’s tutor

Year Teams

School Counsellor referral

Wellbeing referral

School Health referral

SENDCo support

Support strategies covered in Citizenship / PD 
lessons.
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TIMELINE FOR YEAR 7



TIMELINE FOR PARENTS
Preparation for success in GCSE & vocational courses throughout Years 10 & 11.

Grade cards, assessment weeks & Parents' Evenings.

• Year 7 Initial Underpinning performance grades issued week beginning 18.10.21

• Year 7 ‘Meet the Form Tutor’ evening (via SchoolCloud) Tuesday 19.10.21

• Year 7 new groupings week beginning Monday 1.11.21 (A small number of students will 
move classes in their ‘Maths block’)

• Year 7 Assessment week 1 week beginning 29.11.21.

• Year 7 Grade card 1 issued week beginning 3.01.22.

• Year 7 Parent/Carer consultation Evening (via SchoolCloud) Wednesday 2.03.22.

• Year 7 Assessment week 2 week beginning 14.03.22.

• Year 7 Grade card 2 issued week beginning 4.04.22.

• Year 7 Assessment week 3 week beginning 23.05.22.

• Year 7 full school report issued week beginning 4.07.22.



OVERVIEW OF SETTING & 
BANDING IN YEAR 7

Year 7 Form Groups are primarily based upon the 
primary school that your child attended.

Your child is in the same mixed ability teaching group for 
English, Geography, History and Citizenship (9 lessons per 
week).

Your child is in a different mixed ability teaching group 
for PE (2 lessons per week) and a different one again for 
Art & Technology (3 lessons per week). 



OVERVIEW OF SETTING & 
BANDING IN YEAR 7

Your child is in a broadly banded by ability stream for 
Maths, Science, Computing, MFL, Music, Performing Arts, 
RE & Reading (16 lessons per week). 

They are grouped in the following parallel settings:
Broad setting 

ability

A BAND B BAND C BAND

Parallel 

‘Upper groups’

7a/Ma1 (Mn) 7a/Ma2 (Sp) 7b/Ma1 (Sp) 7b/Ma2 (Fr) 7c/Ma1 (Fr) 7c/Ma2 (Sp)

Parallel 

‘Middle/Lower 

groups’

7a/Ma3 (Mn) 7a/Ma4 (Sp) 

7a/Ma5 (Sp)

7b/Ma3 (Sp) 7b/Ma4 (Fr) 7c/Ma3 (Fr) 7c/Ma4 (Sp)



OVERVIEW OF SETTING & 
BANDING IN YEAR 7

We are re-grouping the ‘Maths block’ subjects at half 
term based upon our internal data and the results of 
the CATs (Cognitive Ability Tests) where appropriate. 
Please note it is primarily our teachers judgement that 
we are using to adjust the broad ability setting in 
these subjects. We will use the outcome of the CATs 
alongside these as a guide only.

If your child is moving groups in this block then we will 
inform you by letter this week.



GRADE CARDS & FULL 
SCHOOL REPORTS

Information for Parents. 

Grade cards list your child’s end of year target and 

their end of key stage progress assessment (what the 

teacher thinks that your child will achieve by the end 

of the key stage based upon current performance.

The next slide is an example of the full school report 

which also includes next step targets (learning targets 

based upon the level that your child is currently 

working at to support further improvement). 



Your target based 
upon a variety of 
information such 

as primary 
academic 

information, CAT 
scores and other 
contextual data

What your 
teachers think 
your child will 

achieve at the end 
of Year 7 based 

upon your child’s 
current 

performance.

Your 
performance 

grades. Grade 5 
is the best. Any 

grade at 3 or 
below could risk 
affecting your 

progress.

Attendance should be 
96% or higher. 

Attendance lower than 
this can affect your 

performance.

Your subject next step 
targets



UNDERPINNING PERFORMANCE 
GRADES ON GRADE CARDS

Information for Parents. 

Your child will be assigned a numbered grade in each 

of the following key performance areas. Your child’s 

teacher has used the criteria listed below. (5 being the 

strongest).

We expect all of our students to be aiming to achieve 

a grade 4 or 5 in each area. Grades lower than 4 in 

any of the areas could lead to underachievement 

unless it addressed by the student promptly.



EFFORT



HOMEWORK



CLASS PARTICIPATION



BEHAVIOUR



AN EXAMPLE OF 
UNDERPINNING 
PERFORMANCE 
GRADES ON A 
GRADE CARD



CAREERS, PROGRESSION AND 
EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS

From Year 7 to Year 11 and beyond



 Slide text



TIMELINE FOR STUDENTS

Thinking forward into Year 8 and beyond. 

To support and prepare students to make the most appropriate 
aspirational choices of those available to them beyond Year 11. 
For most students this would be Jesmond Park Academy Sixth Form.



MR FARADAY

DIRECTOR OF TEACHING 
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CURRICULUM @JPA
CURRICULUM LITERALLY 

MEANS “EVERYTHING THAT 
GOES INTO RUNNING OUR 

SCHOOL”:



OUR CURRICULUM @JPA



PUT SIMPLY WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO 
ACHIEVE IS THIS!



HOWEVER, IT’S A LITTLE MORE COMPLICATED 
THAN THAT!!



HOW CAN PARENTS SUPPORT OUR 
CURRICULUM

Apart from giving them a quiet, distraction free 
(ideally no phones!!) place to work:

Try and know what is being studied and when 



HOW CAN PARENTS SUPPORT OUR 
CURRICULUM

Ask lots of questions about the knowledge they 
are learning, not just what they are doing

Ask them about their homework and check it



HOW CAN PARENTS SUPPORT OUR 
CURRICULUM

Encourage reading. Read with them, to them or just 
listen to them read.

Broaden their cultural horizons



MR HOLMES

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT 
PROGRESS



THANK YOU FOR LISTENING

HAVE A NICE EVENING AND 
WE KNOW THAT OUR YEAR 7 
FORM TUTORS ARE LOOKING 
FORWARD TO MEETING YOU 
VIRTUALLY TOMORROW 
EVENING.


