
 

 

 
 

Topic Rationale Knowledge acquisition Key vocabulary Core English Skills  

(HT1 & 
HT2) 
Noughts 
and 
Crosses – 
Modern 
drama. 
(HT1 and 
2) 

To provide a skills 
based approach to 
the study of a 
modern drama. 
Addressing 
ASSESSMENT 
OBJECTIVES 1,2and 
4 (Reading) and 5, 6 
(writing).The text 
provides a lead into 
the study of 
Shakespeare later 
in the academic 
year through the 
themes and writers 
ideas running 
through the text. 

Literary Knowledge: 
Identifying key themes in a play as a whole 
and individual scenes. 
How stagecraft links to meaning and audience 
response. 
How language is used for characterisation. 
 
Language knowledge: 
Word –class 
Sentence types 
Paragraphing 
Language devices 
Structural devices – specific to the construct 
of a play – stage directions/off stage. 
Language analysis – close word level analysis 
of specific scenes and devices used. 
 
 
Historical/ Context: 
–  Cultural contexts including: 
The development of slavery to segregation 
mainly examples from America in the 1960’s. 
Class / social discrimination 
Racial discrimination 
Gender stereotypes 
Personal and individual history. 
Relationships and families. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading: 
-Identify and interpret explicit and 
implicit information and ideas (AO1) 
- Select and synthesise evidence 
from different texts (AO1) 
- Explain, comment on and analyse 
how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to support their 
views (AO2) 
- Evaluate texts critically and 
support this with appropriate 
textual references (A04) 
 
Writing 
- Communicate clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and 
audiences. (AO5) 
- Organise information and ideas, 
using structural and grammatical 
features to support coherence and 
cohesion of texts. (AO6) 
- Using accurate spelling, 
punctuation & grammar in written 
work (AO6) 
 
 
 
 

 

Literary: 
Genre 
Setting 
Characterisation 
Theme 
Narrator 
Omniscient 
First person 
Second person 
Third person 
Stage directions 
Dramatic irony 
Stage craft. 
 
Subject: 
Segregation 
Prejudice 
Slavery 
Violence 
Gender 
Relationships 
 

Eng. Language: 
Noun 
Verb 
Adverb 
Adjective 
Pronoun 
Imagery 
Simile 
Onomatopoeia 
Emotive language 
Simple sentence 
Compound sentence 
Complex sentence 
Tone 
Metaphor  
Quotation 
Connotation 
Repetition 
Describe 
Explain 
Argue 
Personification 
Assonance 
Enjambment 
Repetition 
Foreshadowing 
Mood/Tone 

 



 

 

Topic Rationale Knowledge acquisition Key vocabulary Core English Skills  

(HT3) 
Introduction 
to 19th 
Century 
literature. 

To provide an 
introduction to 19th 
Century literature 
through a range of 
extracts. This unit 
provides a high 
level of challenge 
through the range 
of established 
authors craft 
explored. This unit 
provides a vital 
foundation for 
further study due 
to the exploration 
of education in the 
19th Century – the 
treatment of 
gender and an 
introduction to 
context which will 
be further 
developed through 
the study at GCSE 
of “A Christmas 
Carol”. 
Also consolidated is 
the understanding 
of the differences 
and developments 
in the use of 
language from 
modern to pre 
1914. 

Literary Knowledge: 
Identifying key themes in a text. 
Conventions of a 19th Century text. 
How setting contributes to theme. 
What is characterisation? 
How language aids characterisation. 
Types of narrator. 

 
Language knowledge: 
Word –class 
Sentence types 
Paragraphing 
Language devices 
Structural devices – specific to the construct 
of a novel – narrative perspective. 
Language analysis – close word level analysis 
of specific sections and devices used. 
 
Historical/ Context: 
–  Cultural contexts including: 
The education system in the early 19th 
Century. 
Religion and its role in society. 
Class / social discrimination. 
Gender stereotypes – 19th Century. 
Attitudes to women. 
Attitudes to marriage. 
Personal and individual history. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading: 
-Identify and interpret explicit and 
implicit information and ideas 
(AO1) 
- Select and synthesise evidence 
from different texts (AO1) 
- Explain, comment on and analyse 
how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to support 
their views (AO2) 
- Evaluate texts critically and 
support this with appropriate 
textual references (A04) 
 
Writing 
- Communicate clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register 
for different forms, purposes and 
audiences. (AO5) 
- Organise information and ideas, 
using structural and grammatical 
features to support coherence and 
cohesion of texts. (AO6) 
- Using accurate spelling, 
punctuation & grammar in written 
work (AO6) 
 
 
 
 

 

Literary: 
Genre 
Setting 
Characterisation 
Theme 
Narrator 
Omniscient 
First person 
Second person 
Third person 
Dramatic irony 
Narrative focus 
 
Subject: 
Education 
Marriage 
Religion 
Punishment 
Poverty 
Wealth 
 

Eng. Language: 
Noun 
Verb 
Adverb 
Adjective 
Pronoun 
Imagery 
Simile 
Onomatopoeia 
Emotive language 
Simple sentence 
Compound sentence 
Complex sentence 
Embedded clause 
Tone 
Metaphor  
Quotation 
Connotation 
Repetition 
Describe 
Explain 
Argue 
Persuade 
Personification 
Assonance 
Enjambment 
Repetition 
Foreshadowing 
Mood 
Pathetic fallacy. 

 



 

 

Topic Rationale Knowledge acquisition Key vocabulary Core English Skills  

HT4 
Poetry 
from 
Other 
Cultures 

To understand a 
range of poems 
from different 
cultures and 
traditions. To 
analyse the use of 
language and 
structural devices 
within a selection 
of poems. 

Literary Knowledge: 
Links between context and meaning when 
interpreting poetry. 
Identifying key themes in poetry and making 
links based upon culture, language and 
structure. 
Analysis of figurative language and evaluation 
of poetic style and meaning. 
 
Language knowledge: 
Word –class 
Sentence types 
Paragraphing 
Language devices 
Structural devices 
Language analysis – close word level analysis  
 
Historical/ Context: 
–  Cultural contexts including: 
Slavery 
Class / social discrimination 
Racial discrimination 
Personal and individual history 
Religious and social ceremonies and 
traditions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading: 
-Identify and interpret explicit and 
implicit information and ideas (AO1) 
- Select and synthesise evidence 
from different texts (AO1) 
- Explain, comment on and analyse 
how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to support their 
views (AO2) 
- Compare writers’ ideas and 
perspectives, as well as how these 
are conveyed across two or more 
texts (AO3) 
- Evaluate texts critically and 
support this with appropriate 
textual references (A04) 
 
Writing 
- Communicate clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and 
audiences. 
- Organise information and ideas, 
using structural and grammatical 
features to support coherence and 
cohesion of texts. 
- Using accurate spelling, 
punctuation & grammar in written 
work (AO6) 
 

Literary: 
Genre 
Setting 
Characterisation 
Theme 
Narrator 
Omniscient 
First person 
Second person 
Third person 
 
Subject: 
Culture 
Tradition 
Accent 
Dialect 
Slavery 
Summary 
 

Eng. Language: 
Noun 
Verb 
Adverb 
Adjective 
Pronoun 
Imagery 
Simile 
Onomatopoeia 
Emotive vocabulary 
Simple sentence 
Compound sentence 
Complex sentence 
Tone 
Metaphor  
Simile 
Semantic field 
Quotation 
Connotation 
Repetition 
Describe 
Explain 
Argue 
Religious Imagery 
Personification 
Stanza 
Hyperbole 
Rhythm 
Rhyme 
Hyperbole 
Assonance 
Enjambment 
Sibilance 
Syllable 
Refrain 
 

 



 

 

Topic Rationale Knowledge acquisition Key vocabulary Skills and enrichment  

(HT5 & 
HT6) 
Romeo 
and Juliet 

To provide a 
skills-based 
approach to the 
study of 
Shakespeare that 
is consistent, 
creative and 
allows for 
contextual 
exploration.  

HT1: 

 Context – Shakespearean 
theatres and conditions; attitudes 
to marriage; patriarchy; 
reference to Greek Theatre via 
use of Prologue. Understanding 
the life of Shakespeare and 
identifying the types of plays he 
wrote (tragedy etc). 

 Theme – identifying key themes 
in the play as a whole and in 
individual scenes. 

 Characterisation – how and why 
characters are presented in 
different ways. 

 Language analysis – close word 
level analysis of key scenes and 
specific devices used. 

 Poetic techniques and analysis of 
how a sonnet is constructed and 
the purpose of this structure in 
1.5. 

 Review of descriptive and 
narrative writing skills. 

 

stagecraft, Prologue, Shakespeare, 
context, theme, sonnet, iambic 
pentameter, quatrain, narrative, 
religious imagery, patriarchy, tragedy. 

-Literal and inferential 
comprehension: understanding a word, 
phrase or sentence in context; exploring 
aspects of plot, characterisation, events 
and settings; distinguishing between 
what is stated explicitly and what is 
implied; explaining motivation, 
sequence of events, and the 
relationship between actions or events 
-Critical reading: identifying the theme 
and distinguishing between themes; 
supporting a point of view by referring 
to evidence in the text; recognising the 
possibility of and evaluating different 
responses to a text; using 
understanding of writers’ social, 
historical and cultural contexts to 
inform evaluation; making an informed 
personal response that derives from 
analysis and evaluation of the text 
-Evaluation of a writer’s choice of 
vocabulary, grammatical and structural 
features: analysing and evaluating how 
language, structure, form and 
presentation contribute to quality and 
impact; using linguistic and literary 
terminology for such evaluation. 
-Producing clear and coherent text: 
writing effectively about literature for a 
range of purposes such as: to describe, 
explain, summarise, argue, analyse and 
evaluate; discussing and maintaining a 
point of view; selecting and emphasising 
key points; using relevant quotation and 
using detailed textual references 
-Accurate Standard English: accurate 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 

 


