
 Year 7 Topics  
 
In year 7 we teach the following modules over the course of the year. Each module draws on prior learning from KS2 and builds on understanding from the 
KS2 programme of study. Each module develops and deepens the Core knowledge that will underpin all areas of the curriculum at KS3 and KS4. 
 

Topic Rationale Knowledge acquisition Key vocabulary Core English Skills  
(HT1&HT2) 
The 
Graveyard 
Book 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Modern fiction presenting 
high level of challenge.  
The text provides an 
introduction to the gothic 
genre by focusing on vital 
aspects of literary 
knowledge such as: 
representations of death 
and folklore (e.g. the Lady 
on the Grey and the ghosts 
of the graveyard); the 
unorthodox education of 
heroes; characteristics of 
vampires, werewolves and 
ghouls; prophecy-driven 
narratives; ideas about 
identity and revenge. 
Through the residents in 
the graveyard the novel 
provides a historical 
education too (e.g. Celts; 
Romans; burning of 
witches). The text provides 
a solid foundation in 
literary knowledge to 
support students in pre-19th 
century texts studied later, 
such as the representations 
of death in A Christmas 
Carol and medieval 
attitudes to women & 
witchcraft to support 
Macbeth.  

Literary Knowledge: 
Conventions of the gothic genre. 
What is a theme?  
Identifying themes. 
How setting contributes to theme. 
What is characterisation? 
How language aids characterisation. 
Types of narrator. 
Bildungsroman 
 
Language Knowledge: 
Word -class 
Sentence types 
Paragraphing 
Language devices 
Structural devices 
 
Historical/ Context: 
- Romans (Caius Pompeius) 
- 18th Century (Mr & Mrs Owen) 
- Representations of death (Lady on the Grey) 
- Witches (Liza Hempstock) 
-Ghosts 
-Ghouls 
-Demons 
-Banshee 
-Zombie 
-Werewolves 
-Vampires 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading: 
-Identify and interpret explicit and 
implicit information and ideas 
(AO1) 
- Select and synthesise evidence 
from different texts (AO1) 
- Explain, comment on and analyse 
how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to support 
their views (AO2) 
 
Writing 
- Communicate clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and 
audiences. 
- Organise information and ideas, 
using structural and grammatical 
features to support coherence and 
cohesion of texts. 
- Using accurate spelling, 
punctuation & grammar in written 
work (AO6) 
 
 
 
 

Describe 
Explain 
Argue 
Tabloid 
Broadsheet 
 
 
 
Literary: 
Genre 
Gothic 
Protagonist 
Archetype 
Setting 
Characterisation 
Bildungsroman 
Theme 
Plot 
Villain 
Hero 
Foreshadowing 
Narrator 
Omniscient 
First person 
Second person 
Third person 
 
 

Eng. Language: 
Noun 
Verb 
Adverb 
Adjective 
Pronoun 
Imagery 
Simile 
Onomatopoeia 
Emotive vocabulary 
Pathetic fallacy 
Simple sentence 
Compound sentence 
Complex sentence 
Main clause 
Subordinate clause 
Present participle 
Explicit /implicit 
Infer /imply 
Tone 
Metaphor  
Semantic field 
Quotation 
Connotation 
Opening 
Focus/focus shifts 
Repetition 
Foreshadowing 
 
 
 



HT3 
A 
Midsummer 
Night’s 
Dream 

The texts provides an 
introduction to the 
study of Shakespeare, 
with the aim of adding 
variety to students’ 
understanding of 
Shakespeare (in year 8, 
9 and 10 we focus more 
on the tragedy genre). 
The students are 
introduced to the 
different genres of 
Shakespeare’s play, 
with a focus on 
comedy. The play 
provides a light-hearted 
introduction to ideas 
about power and 
patriarchy, as well as 
gender, love and the 
supernatural. The play 
also familiarises 
students with the 
importance of order 
and disorder in 
Shakespeare plays, as 
well his use of dreams 
and magic. The themes 
and concepts covered 
in year seven provide a 
foundation for the 
teaching of Romeo & 
Juliet, Hamlet and 
Macbeth in years 8, 9 
10 & 11.  

Literary Knowledge: 
Shakespeare’s comedies 
Themes 
Love 
Friendship 
Illusion Vs. reality 
Stagecraft 
 
Language Knowledge: 
Word -class 
Sentence types 
Paragraphing 
Language devices 
Structural devices 
Iambic Pentameter 
Couplets 
Quatrain 
 
Historical/ Context: 
-Patriarchy/patriarchal 
-Elizabethans 
-Fairies 
-Enchantment 
-Athenians 
-Order & disorder 
-The Great Chain of Being 
-Authority 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading: 
-Identify and interpret explicit and 
implicit information and ideas 
(AO1) 
- Select and synthesise evidence 
from different texts (AO1) 
- Explain, comment on and analyse 
how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to support 
their views (AO2) 
 
Writing 
- Communicate clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and 
audiences. 
- Organise information and ideas, 
using structural and grammatical 
features to support coherence and 
cohesion of texts. 
- Using accurate spelling, 
punctuation & grammar in written 
work (AO6) 

Eng. Language: 
Noun 
Verb 
Adverb 
Adjective 
Pronoun 
Imagery 
Simile 
Onomatopoeia 
Emotive vocabulary 
Pathetic fallacy 
Simple sentence 
Compound sentence 
Complex sentence 
Main clause 
Subordinate clause 
Present participle 
Explicit /implicit 
Infer /imply 
Tone 
Metaphor  
Semantic field 
Quotation 
Connotation 
Opening 
Focus/focus shifts 
Repetition 
Foreshadowing 
 
 
 

Literary: 
Genre 
Comedy 
Setting 
Characterisation 
Theme 
Plot 
Foreshadowing 
Illusion 
Reality 
Stagecraft 
Dramatic irony 
 
 
 
 



HT4 
19th 
Century 
Short 
Stories 

The texts offers a 
fictional introduction to 
19th century texts to 
begin preparation for 
19th century non-fiction 
in year 9. We have 
chosen Poe’s The Tell 
Tale Heart to introduce 
students to the idea of 
rhetoric and the 
unreliable narrator. 
Students develop their 
understanding of the 
gothic genre by closely 
studying how Poe uses 
structural techniques to 
build tension and 
suspense. The text 
provides students with 
a foundation in the 
concept of the guilt-
ridden protagonist, 
which prepares them 
for KS4 texts such as 
Macbeth. The notion of 
insanity can be 
explored in more depth 
through 19th & 21st 
century extracts – 
offering a brief 
introduction to the idea 
of comparing writers’ 
perspectives.  

Literary Knowledge: 
Gothic genre 
Mystery 
Theme of murder 
Representations of guilt 
Representations of paranoia 
Monomania 
Motif 
Short stories 
 
Language Knowledge: 
Narrative voice 
Narrative reliability 
 
Historical/ Context: 
Edgar Allan Poe 
19th Century gothic 
19th Century attitudes to insanity 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading: 
-Identify and interpret explicit and 
implicit information and ideas 
(AO1) 
- Select and synthesise evidence 
from different texts (AO1) 
- Explain, comment on and analyse 
how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to support 
their views (AO2) 
 
Writing 
- Communicate clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and 
audiences. 
- Organise information and ideas, 
using structural and grammatical 
features to support coherence and 
cohesion of texts. 
- Using accurate spelling, 
punctuation & grammar in written 
work (AO6) 

Eng. Language: 
Noun 
Verb 
Adverb 
Adjective 
Pronoun 
Imagery 
Simile 
Onomatopoeia 
Emotive vocabulary 
Pathetic fallacy 
Simple sentence 
Compound sentence 
Complex sentence 
Main clause 
Subordinate clause 
Present participle 
Explicit /implicit 
Infer /imply 
Tone 
Metaphor  
Semantic field 
Quotation 
Connotation 
Opening 
Focus/focus shifts 
Repetition 
Foreshadowing 
Direct address 
Imperatives 
First person 
Third person 
Omniscient 
Punctuation for effect 
 
 

Literary: 
Genre 
Gothic 
Mystery 
Setting 
Characterisation 
Theme 
Plot 
Foreshadowing 
Illusion 
Guilt 
Death 
Paranoia 
Insanity 
Reality 
Dramatic irony 
 
 
 
 



HT5 
Nature 
Poetry 

This poetry unit 
introduces the 
concept of the power 
of nature, which 
features prominently 
at GCSE. In an 
attempt to broaden 
students’ exposure to 
a range of poets from 
the literary canon, 
students study 
Wordsworth’s Lucy 
Gray and Daffodils as 
well as some more 
modern depictions of 
nature through 
poetry. This topic 
provides plentiful 
opportunities to 
stretch and challenge 
all students whilst 
introducing the 
Romantic poets, with 
The Darkling Thursh 
by Hardy, The Tyger 
by Blake and Bright 
Star by Keats all 
provided as 
suggested poems.  

Literary Knowledge: 
Haiku 
Romantic poets (Wordsworth) 
Narrative poem 
 
Language Knowledge: 
Poetic techniques (language) 
Poetic techniques (structure) 
Form 
 
Historical/ Context: 

The Romantics (William Wordsworth) 
Dorothy Wordsworth 
Thomas Hardy 
William Blake 
19th Century Britain  
John Keats 
Benjamin Zephaniah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading: 
-Critical reading: identifying the theme 
and distinguishing between themes; 
supporting a point of view by referring 
to evidence in the text; recognising the 
possibility of and evaluating different 
responses to a text; using 
understanding of writers’ social, 
historical and cultural contexts to 
inform evaluation; making an informed 
personal response that derives from 
analysis and evaluation of the text. 
Evaluation of a writer’s choice of 
vocabulary, grammatical and structural 
features: analysing and evaluating how 
language, structure, form and 
presentation contribute to quality and 
impact; using linguistic and literary 
terminology for such evaluation. 
-Comparing texts: comparing and 
contrasting texts studied, referring 
where relevant to theme, 
characterisation, context (where 
known), style and literary quality; 
comparing two texts critically with 
respect to the above 
Writing 
- Communicate clearly, effectively and 
imaginatively, selecting and adapting 
tone, style and register for different 
forms, purposes and audiences. 
- Organise information and ideas, using 
structural and grammatical features to 
support coherence and cohesion of 
texts. 
- Using accurate spelling, punctuation & 
grammar in written work (AO6) 

 
 

 

Eng. Language: 
Noun 
Preposition 
Alliteration 
Verb 
Adverb 
Adjective 
Pronoun 
Imagery 
Simile 
Personification 
Onomatopoeia 
Emotive vocabulary 
Pathetic fallacy 
Simple sentence 
Compound sentence 
Complex sentence 
Main clause 
Explicit /implicit 
Infer /imply 
Tone 
Metaphor  
Extended Metaphor 
Semantic field 
Quotation 
Connotation 
Opening 
Focus/focus shifts 
Repetition 
Lexical field 
Stanza 
Enjambment 
Quatrain 
Rhyming couplets 
Rhyme scheme 
Pre and post modifiers 

Literary: 
Haiku 
Romantic poetry 
Narrative poem 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Short 
Stories HT6 

 

Students study this short 
story unit which aims to 
educate students about the 
history and culture of the 
working-class in the North 
East.  Using stories from local 
author David Almond’s Half a 
Creature from the Sea, the 
unit aims to teach our vast 
range of international/EAL 
students about 20th century 
life in Newcastle, as well as 
educating local students 
about the life of their parents 
& grandparents. The stories 
teach a range of relevant 
knowledge such as depictions 
of religion and transgression; 
the concept of myths and 
legends; the journey from 
innocence to experience; 
visions and intuitions of the 
supernatural. The stories lay 
a good foundation for texts 
studied later such as An 
Inspector Calls, which relies 
heavily on students’ 
understating of social class 
and hardship and A Christmas 
Carol, which develops ideas 
about sin and the 
supernatural. The unit also 
provides opportunities for 
students to explore narrative 
structure, with students 
drawing on both the 
autobiographical and fictional 
writing of David Almond to 
produce their own creative 
writing.   

Literary Knowledge: 
Autobiography 
Narrative structures 
Story endings 
Morality 
Outsiders 
 
Language Knowledge: 
Word –class 
Figurative language 
Sentence types 
Paragraphing 
Language devices 
Structural devices 
Narrative structures 
Religious imagery 
Sound imagery 
Building tension 
 
Historical/ Context:  
David Almond 
North East 1950s/60s 
Catholicism 
The Black Middens 
Whitby Abbey 
The Victorial Tunnel 
St Mary’s Lighthouse 
The Tynemouth Priory 
Hadrian’s Wall 
Grace darling 
Great North Run 
Social Class 
 

Eng. Language: 
Noun 
Verb 
Adverb 
Adjective 
Pronoun 
Imagery 
Simile 
Onomatopoeia 
Emotive vocabulary 
Pathetic fallacy 
Simple sentence 
Compound sentence 
Complex sentence 
Main clause 
Subordinate clause 
Present participle 
Explicit /implicit 
Infer /imply 
Tone 
Figurative Language 
Metaphor  
Semantic field 
Quotation 
Connotation 
Opening 
Focus/focus shifts 
Repetition 
Foreshadowing 
Juxtaposition 
Describe  
Narrate 
Cyclical structure 
Cliff-hanger  
Ellipses 
Flashback 

Reading: 
-Identify and interpret explicit and 
implicit information and ideas 
(AO1) 
- Select and synthesise evidence 
from different texts (AO1) 
- Explain, comment on and analyse 
how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to support 
their views (AO2) 
 
Writing 
- Communicate clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and 
audiences. 
- Organise information and ideas, 
using structural and grammatical 
features to support coherence and 
cohesion of texts. 
- Using accurate spelling, 
punctuation & grammar in written 
work (AO6) 

Suggests 
Conveys 
Implies 
Signifies 
Indicates 
Emphasises 
Hints 
 
Literary: 
Genre 
Protagonist 
Antagonist 
Archetype 
Setting 
Characterisation 
Theme 
Plot 
Foreshadowing 
Narrator 
Omniscient 
First person 
Second person 
Third person 
Morality 
Conflict 
Exposition 
Resolution 
Climax 
 
 





 


