
‘HOW TO SUPPORT 
YOUR CHILD IN YEAR 9’

WELCOME TO OUR PARENT & CARER
INFORMATION EVENING







PURPOSE OF THE EVENING AND 
INTRODUCTIONS

QUESTIONS DURING THE 
EVENING



OVERVIEW OF SUPPORT
Elspeth Dowling 

Director or Key Stage Three

Nigel Holmes 
Assistant Headteacher

Director of Student Progress

Louise Sayers
Head of Year Nine

Supported by 
Karen Richardson and Sarah Clark Year Managers

TaLLs
Teachers and Leaders of Learning

Subject teachers

12 Form Tutors



ADDITIONAL SUPPORT

Well being centre
SENCO and SEND team

Mrs Munro

School Counsellor Team of HLTA’s

NUFC community foundation Extra Curricular activities

Literacy and Numeracy Support





SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS
• Have a high level of attendance (in non-Covid times)
• Have a good subject knowledge
• Have worked hard over an extended period of time
• Follow their teachers' and parents' advice
• Are well prepared
• Are well organised
• Are well rested
• Are confident and relaxed
• Take the process seriously
• Try hard, never give up
• Show perseverance after tough papers
• Use their time productively



LESS SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS
• Have lower levels of attendance
• Know little about the subject they are studying
• Do their own thing
• Do not prepare or revise
• Are disorganised with their timetable and 

preparation
• Are burned out
• Have wound themselves up and “stressed out”
• Think that mocks or practices are unimportant 

(they will wait for the “real thing”)
• Give up after one tough exam
• They waste time



SUCCESSFUL STUDY AND 
REVISION IN YEAR 9



INFORMATION THAT WE WILL 
PROVIDE YOU WITH OVER THE 
COURSE OF THE YEAR

• Examples of revision and study techniques that 
may work for your child – together you will 
know which are effective (for Year 9 mocks and 
assessments).

• Your child’s grade cards and underpinning 
performance grades. Mr Holmes will talk more 
about this.













MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT IN 
SCHOOL
Student’s tutor

Year Teams

School Counsellor referral

Wellbeing referral

School Health referral

SENDCo support

Support strategies covered in Citizenship / PD 
lessons.



DIRECTOR OF STUDENT 
PROGRESS



TIMELINE FOR YEAR 9



TIMELINE FOR PARENTS
Preparation for GCSE & vocational courses in Years 10 & 11.
Grade cards, Options evening & Parents' Evenings.
• Year 9 Assessment week 1 week beginning 27.09.21.

• Year 9 Grade card 1 issued week beginning 18.10.21.

• Year 9 mock preparation week week beginning Monday 15.10.21

• Year 9 mocks week week beginning 6.12.21.

• Year 9 mocks results afternoon and grade card issued Monday 
5.01.21

• Year 9 Options Evening Wednesday 2.02.22

• Year 9 Parents’ Evening (via SchoolCloud) Wednesday 9.02.22

• Year 9 Assessment week 2 week beginning 28.04.22.

• Year 9 Grade card 2 issued week beginning 2.05.22.



TIMELINE FOR STUDENTS
Wherever possible will issue revision and study lists in 
advance of the mocks and assessment week so that 
students and parent/carers know what is needed to 
revise.
After each grade 
card students conduct 
a review of their 
progress and 
underpinning 
performance (effort) 
grades.



TIMELINE FOR STUDENTS
Year 9 Options Evening and Year 9 Parents' Evening.
To support and prepare students to make the most appropriate 
choices of those offered to them before embarking upon their 
GCSE and Btec courses in Years 10 & 11.



CAREERS, PROGRESSION AND 
EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS

From Year 7 to Year 11 and beyond



 Slide text



GRADE CARDS & FULL 
SCHOOL REPORTS

Information for Parents. 
Grade cards list your child’s end of year target and 
their end of year progress assessment (what the 
teacher thinks that your child will achieve by the end 
of the academic year based upon current 
performance.
The next slide is an example of the full school report 
which also includes next step targets (learning targets 
based upon the level that your child is currently 
working at to support further improvement). 



Your target based 
upon information 
such as your KS2 

SATS

What your 
teachers think you 
will achieve by the 

end of Year 9 
based upon your 

current 
performance.

Your 
performance 

grades. Grade 5 
is the best. Any 

grade at 3 or 
below could risk 
affecting your 

progress.

Attendance should be 
96% or higher. 

Attendance lower than 
this can affect your 

performance.

Your subject next step 
targets



UNDERPINNING PERFORMANCE 
GRADES ON GRADE CARDS

Information for Parents. 
Your child will be assigned a numbered grade in each 
of the following key performance areas. Your child’s 
teacher has used the criteria listed below. (5 being the 
strongest).
We expect all of our students to be aiming to achieve 
a grade 4 or 5 in each area. Grades lower than 4 in 
any of the areas could lead to underachievement 
unless it addressed by the student promptly.



EFFORT



HOMEWORK



CLASS PARTICIPATION



BEHAVIOUR



AN EXAMPLE 
OF 

UNDERPINNIN
G 

PERFORMANC
E GRADES ON 

A GRADE 
CARD



DIRECTOR OF TEACHING 
& LEARNING



CURRICULUM @JPA
CURRICULUM LITERALLY 

MEANS “EVERYTHING THAT 
GOES INTO RUNNING OUR 

SCHOOL”:



OUR CURRICULUM @JPA



PUT SIMPLY WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO 
ACHIEVE IS THIS!



HOWEVER, IT’S A LITTLE MORE COMPLICATED 
THAN THAT!!



HOW CAN PARENTS SUPPORT OUR 
CURRICULUM
Apart from giving them a quiet, distraction free 
(ideally no phones!!) place to work:

1. Try and know what we are doing when 

2. Ask lots of questions about the knowledge they 
are learning not just what they are doing

3. Ask them about their homework and check it

4. Encourage reading. Read with them, at them or 
just listen to them read.

5. Broaden their cultural horizons





THANK YOU FOR LISTENING

QUESTIONS FROM THE CHAT 
FUNCTION DURING THE EVENING


