
Year 10 Topics  
 
In year 10 we teach the following topics over the course of the year. Each topic draws on prior learning from previous years and builds on understanding 
from the KS3 programme of study. Each topic develops and deepens the Core knowledge that will underpin all areas of the curriculum at KS4 and KS5. 
 

Topic Rationale Knowledge acquisition Key vocabulary Skills and enrichment  

HT 1 
Paper 1 Section 
A: Explorations 
in Creative 
Reading and 
Writing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Texts carefully 
chosen to 
introduce 
analysis skills 
needed for Q1-
4 in Language 
exam whilst 
also creating a 
cultural 
understanding 
of time 
periods: 19th-
21st century, to 
inform 
contextual 
knowledge 
related to 
Literature texts  

 Contextual knowledge of the 
early 20th Century 

 How to identify and retrieve 
relevant information from a 
text(s) 

 An understanding of linguistic 
devices and their intended 
effects 

 How to identify a range of 
sentence types and analyse 
their intended effect 

 How to identify ideas and 
motifs within and across a 
text 

 An understanding of 
structural devices and their 
intended effects 

 How to identify shifts within a 
text 

 How to justify an opinion 
using appropriate evidence 

 How to express an opinion 
using appropriate evidence 

Tone, Alliteration, Metaphor, Simile, 
Personification, Onomatopoeia, 
Connotation, Inference, Sibilance, 
Assonance, Consonance, Dynamic 
Verb, Stative Verb, Adjectives, Noun, 
Personal Pronoun, Plosives, 
Asyndetic Lists, Pathetic Fallacy, 
Polysyndetic Lists, Narrative Shift, 
Flashback, Turning Point, Motif, 
Symbolism, Narrative Perspective, 
Linear and Non Linear Narratives, 
Repetition, Simple Sentence, 
Compound Sentence, Complex 
Sentence, Interrogative Sentence, 
Imperative Sentence 

 Identify and interpret explicit 
and implicit information and 
ideas. (AO1)  

 Select and synthesise 
evidence from different text. 
(AO1) 

 Explain, comment on and 
analyse how writers use 
language and structure to 
achieve effects and influence 
readers, using relevant subject 
terminology to support their 
views. (AO2) 

 Compare writers’ ideas and 
perspectives, as well as how 
these are conveyed, across two 
or more texts. (AO3)  

 Evaluate texts critically and 
support this with appropriate 
textual references. (AO4) 
 
 
 



HT 1 
Poetry: Power 
and Conflict 
Cluster 
(Literature 
Paper 2 Section 
B)  

Power and 
Conflict 
themed poems 
build upon 
broader ideas 
about the 
individual, 
conflict, an 
individual’s 
place in society 
and nostalgia. 
By studying 
these poems, it 
gives students 
the platform to 
study the 
fractured lives 
and thoughts 
of a wide range 
of poets. It 
builds empathy 
and 
understanding 
of a huge raise 
of issues that 
are particularly 
relevant in the 
modern world 
and links to the 
wider study of 
‘marginalised’ 
poets in Year 9 
as well as 

For each poem in the cluster knowledge 
acquired should be:  

 To understand social / 
contextual issues surrounding 
the poem and its content  

 To understand contextual 
issues surrounding the poet 
to fully understand their 
intentions throughout the 
poem  

 To understand the tone / 
meaning / message of the 
poem  

 To understand the poetic 
devices which have been used 
and explore their intended 
effect  

 To understand how the poem 
has been structured and 
understand the intended 
effect  

 To understand what themes / 
issues are being explored in 
the poem in relation to 
‘Power and Conflict’ \ 

 To understand which poems 
have associated links on 
content / theme / meaning / 
message etc and understand 
how to compare these poems 
successfully.  

 
 

Alliteration, Assonance, Metaphor, 
Simile, Personification, 
Onomatopoeia, emotive language, 
martial language, lexical field, 
semantic field, Volta, colloquial 
language, In media res, Caesura, 
enjambment, end stopped line, 
stanza, couplet, rhyming couplet, 
rhyme, rhythm, quatrain, quintet, 
sestet, octave, sonnet, 
Petrarchan sonnet, iambic 
pentameter, verse, form, meter, 
tone, theme, oxymoron, 
juxtaposition, narrative speaker,  
 

 

 Identify poems which 
are comparable on 
theme / meaning / 
message (A01)  

 Select and recall 
appropriate text 
references to support 
ideas (A01) 

 Identify / discuss the 
similarities / 
differences between 
two poems by analysing 
poets use of language 
and structural devices. 
(A02) 

 Analyse, explain, 
comment on, compare 
and critique how poets 
use particular language 
devices and evaluate 
their effectiveness – 
how do they influence a 
reader? (A02) 

 Analyse, explain, 
comment on, compare 
and critique how poets 
use particular structural 
devices and evaluate 
their effectiveness – 
how do they influence a 
reader / poet’s 
message (A02)  



building on the 
ideas of conflict 
that arise more 
specifically in 
‘The Book 
Thief’ in Year 9. 
Looking 
forward, 
students will 
encounter 
common 
themes of 
power and 
conflict I a 
range of 
Literature texts 
that they study 
at GCSE, most 
notably, ‘An 
Inspector Calls’, 
‘A Christmas 
Carol’ and 
‘Macbeth’. 

 
 
 

 

 Identify / recall / use 
appropriate subject 
terminology when 
evaluating devices 
(A02) 

 Evaluate poets message 
explored in the poem 
and link to contextual 
knowledge (A03) 
 



HT 2 
Paper 1 Section 
B: Explorations 
in Creative 
Reading and 
Writing 

Preparing 
students for 
Paper 1 Section 
B encourages 
students to 
become fluent 
and accurate 
writers and 
helps develop 
an 
understanding 
of the effect of 
the written 
word. Within 
the rubric of 
this, we 
encourage 
students to 
take on 
different 
voices, building 
upon the work 
in Year 9 where 
students 
consider 
writers from 
‘different’ 
backgrounds.  

 Understand differences between 
narrative and descriptive writing  

 Understand how to craft a 
convincing narrative voice  

 Understand how to create mood / 
atmosphere in a piece of creative 
writing  

 Understand how to structure a 
piece of writing effectively and 
inventively  

 Understand how to use language 
devices for effect in creative 
writing  

 Understand how to plan an 
effective piece of writing  

 Understand how to use range of 
sentence openings and sentence 
structures for intended effect 

 Understand impact of sentence 
structures and how to use them 
appropriately  

 Understand how to punctuate 
accurately and to craft for effect   

 Sound knowledge of spelling rules 
and high standard of grammar  

 Acquire an extensive range of 
ambitious and sophisticated 
vocabulary  

 

Tone, Alliteration, Metaphor, 
extended metaphor, Simile, 
Personification, Onomatopoeia, 
Connotation, Inference, Sibilance, 
Assonance, Consonance, Dynamic 
Verb, Stative Verb, Adjectives, Noun, 
Personal Pronoun, Plosives, 
Asyndetic Lists, Pathetic Fallacy, 
Polysyndetic Lists, Narrative Shift, 
Flashback, Turning Point, Motif, 
Symbolism, Narrative Perspective, 
Linear and Non Linear Narratives, 
Repetition, Simple Sentence, 
Compound Sentence, Complex 
Sentence, Subordinate Clause,   
Interrogative Sentence, Imperative 
Sentence, present participle 
openings, adverbial openings, semi 
colon, colon, dashes, brackets, 
exclamation marks, question marks, 
ellipsis, omniscient narrator,  

 Communicate written 
ideas clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, 
adapting tone, style 
and register for 
different forms, 
purposes and 
audiences. (A05)  

 Organise information 
and ideas, using 
structural and 
grammatical features to 
support coherence and 
cohesion of texts (A05)  

 Writing must use a 
range of vocabulary 
and sentence 
structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect 
(A06) 

 Spelling and 
punctuation should be 
accurate and varied 
throughout for 
intended effect (A06) 



HT 2 
Unseen Poetry: 
Literature 
Paper 2 Section 
C 

Preparing 
students for 
unseen poetry 
allows students 
to study poetry 
from a wide 
range of 
cultures and 
time periods. 
For example, 
Shakespearean 
sonnets to 
more 
contemporary 
poetry. This 
offers students 
an insight into 
different 
cultural 
experiences 
and voices and 
perspectives 
that are 
perhaps 
unconsidered. 
It also builds 
upon the skills 
required to 
approach the 
‘Power and 
Conflict’ unit. 

 Understand how to identify 
the tone / mood / meaning / 
message of a poem unseen  

 Evaluate an unseen poem by 
exploring the language 
devices used and exploring 
the potential intended effect  

 Evaluate an unseen poem by 
exploring the structural 
features used and exploring 
the potential intended effect  

 Understand how to structure 
an exam response  

 Understand how to compare 
a poem with another unseen 
and identify similarities / 
differences  

 Understand how to critically 
evaluate two poems by 
analysing their use of devices 

 Acquire knowledge of a wide 
range of poets – their styles / 
forms / structures etc so 
students are not phased by 
this section of the exam.   

 

Alliteration, Assonance, Metaphor, 
Simile, Personification, 
Onomatopoeia, emotive language, 
martial language, lexical field, 
semantic field, Volta, colloquial 
language, In media res, Caesura, 
enjambment, end stopped line, 
stanza, couplet, rhyming couplet, 
rhyme, rhythm, quatrain, quintet, 
sestet, octave, sonnet, 
Petrarchan sonnet, iambic 
pentameter, verse, form, meter, 
tone, theme, oxymoron, 
juxtaposition, narrative speaker,  
 

 Respond to the 
question accurately and 
thoughtfully (A01)  

 Select a range of 
quotations to support 
ideas (A01)  

 Examine / evaluate / 
explain how poets use 
devices / language in 
their poem/s and 
explore the intended 
effect (A02) 

 Examine / evaluate / 
explain how poets use 
structural features in 
their poem/s and 
explore the intended 
effect (A02) 

 Identify and accurately 
recall / use subject 
terminology (A02)  

 Q4- Compare how poets 
use language devices 
and analyse the effect 
(A02) 

 Q4- Compare how poets 
use structural devices 
and analyse the effect 
(A02)   

 



HT 3 
Paper 2 Section 
A Skills: 
Writer’s 
viewpoints and 
Perspectives   

Range of Non 
Fiction texts 
from 19th – 
21st century to 
develop 
contextual 
understanding 
to inform 
Literature texts 
whilst also 
supporting 
themes / ideas 
featured in 
texts.  
 

 Understand how to 
successfully interpret tone / 
mood of text/s  

 Understand the difference 
between explicit and implicit 
information  

 Understand how to form 
opinions related to text/s  

 Understand how to find and 
retrieve accurate information 
from a text  

 Understand how to identify 
and summarise similarities / 
differences between texts  

 Understand how to identify 
range of techniques / 
methods / devices used 
within a text and analyse 
author’s intention – how 
they intend to influence 
reader  

 Understand how to interpret 
author’s opinions / ideas / 
perspectives of a text  

 Understand how to compare 
two texts successfully  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explicit information, Implicit 
information, direct address, 
pronouns, personal pronouns, 
inclusive pronouns, rhetoric, 
emotive opinion, synthesis, 
summary, intention, connotation, 
inference, deduction, perspective, 
attitude, convey, imply, portray, 
analyse, form, purpose, tone, mood,  
 
  
  
  

  Identify and interpret 
explicit and implicit 
information and ideas. 
(A01)  

 Select and synthesise 
evidence from different 
texts. (A01) 

 Explain, comment on 
and analyse how 
writers use language 
and structure to 
achieve intended 
effects and influence 
readers (A02)  

 Accurately identify and 
comment on methods 
used by using relevant 
subject terminology 
(A02) 

 Compare writers’ ideas 
and perspectives 
expressed across both 
texts (A03) 

 Comment / analyse 
how writers’ convey 
attitudes / ideas across 
two or more texts. 
(A03) 

 Evaluate texts critically 
and support with 
appropriate textual 
references. (A04)  



HT 3 & 4 
Macbeth 
PAPER 1: 
SECTION A – 
SHAKESPEARE   

 Students will 
already have 
studied 
Shakespearean 
tragedy in Year 
9 with the play 
‘Hamlet’. They 
should already 
have a keen 
understanding 
of the form and 
conventions of 
the genre as 
well as a 
broader 
understanding 
of 
Shakespearean 
plays at lower 
school. The key 
themes of 
power and 
conflict build 
upon ideas 
studied 
previously 
within the 
anthology 
poetry. 

 Contextual knowledge of 
social / political / religious / 
wider beliefs of people 
during the Jacobean Era 
when ‘Macbeth’ was written 

 Contextual knowledge of 
Shakespeare – to develop 
knowledge of why he chose 
particular plot line /theme/ 
characters and how these 
help him achieve his wider 
intentions.  

 Understand the concept of a 
tragedy play  

 Understanding of the key 
characters and their 
significance to the play and 
their wider representations  

 Understanding of the key 
themes involved throughout 
the play and author’s 
intentions of including these 

 Understanding of key 
language choices used and 
evaluating intended effect  

 Understanding how 
structural features are used 
throughout the play and their 
significance.  

 Understanding of motifs / 
symbolism used throughout 
the text and its desired 
effect.  

 Jacobean era, Protagonist, 
antagonist, tragic flaw, tragic hero, 
hamartia, transgressive, tragedy, 
anagnorisis, catharsis, comic relief, 
antithesis, interior monologue, 
soliloquy, denouement, dramatic 
irony, irony, foreshadowing, demise, 
motif, symbolism, equivocator, 
pathetic fallacy, rhyme, free verse, 
iambic pentameter,  
  
  
  
  
  

 To recall key aspects of 
the play / quotations 
to support / 
demonstrate holistic 
understanding of play 
(A01)  

 Explain, analyse, 
critique writer’s use of 
method / technique, 
device (A02)  

 Analyse how writer 
intends to influence 
readers / audiences to 
achieve his desired 
effect (A02) 

 Explain, analyse, 
critique writer’s use of 
structural features 
throughout the play 
and evaluate their 
intended effect (A02)  

 Use appropriate 
subject terminology 
when evaluating 
techniques / devices 
(A02) 
Link analysis to 
contextual details 
surrounding the time 
period and author’s 
wider intentions (A03) 



HT 4 
Paper 2 Section 
B: Writer’s 
viewpoints and 
Perspectives   

Preparing 
students for 
Paper 2 Section 
B encourages 
students to 
become fluent 
and accurate 
writers and 
helps develop 
an 
understanding 
of the effect of 
the written 
word. The texts 
that students 
cover in Paper 
2 Section A are 
designed to 
encourage a 
healthy debate 
for students to 
develop and 
articulate their 
opinions on a 
wide range of 
issues.  

 Understand features of 
different forms of non-fiction 
writing   

 Understand how to craft a 
convincing argument   

 Understand how to 
convincingly convey a point 
of view  

 Understand how to establish 
the appropriate tone for non-
fiction writing  

 Understand how to structure 
a piece of writing effectively 
and inventively  

 Understand how to use 
language devices for effect in 
an argument  

 Understand how to plan an 
effective piece of writing  

 Understand how to use 
discourse markers to link 
ideas  

 Understand how to use range 
of sentence openings and 
sentence structures for 
intended effect 

 Understand impact of 
sentence structures and how 
to use them appropriately  

 Understand how to use high 
level punctuation e.g semi 
colon, colon, parentheses, 
dash etc.   

Tone, Alliteration, Metaphor, 
extended metaphor, Simile, 
Personification, Onomatopoeia, 
emotive vocabulary, Connotation, 
Imply, Sibilance, Assonance, 
Consonance, Dynamic Verb, Stative 
Verb, imperative verbs, Adjectives, 
Noun, Personal Pronoun, Collective 
Pronouns, Plosives, Asyndetic Lists, 
Polysyndetic Lists, Motif, Symbolism, 
Repetition, rhetorical questions, 
Anecdote, facts, flattery, opinions, 
hyperbole, statistics, triples, direct 
address, Simple Sentence, 
Compound Sentence, Complex 
Sentence, Subordinate Clause,   
Interrogative Sentence, Imperative 
Sentence, present participle 
openings, adverbial openings, semi 
colon, colon, dashes, brackets, 
exclamation marks, question marks, 
counter arguments, introduction, 
conclusion,  

 Communicate written 
ideas clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, 
adapting tone, style 
and register for 
different forms, 
purposes and 
audiences. (A05)  

 Organise information 
and ideas, using 
structural and 
grammatical features to 
support coherence and 
cohesion of texts (A05)  

 Writing must use a 
range of vocabulary 
and sentence 
structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect 
(A06)  

 Spelling and 
punctuation should be 
accurate and varied 
throughout for 
intended effect (A06) 



 Understand how to 
punctuate accurately and to 
craft for effect   

 Sound knowledge of spelling 
rules and high standard of 
grammar  

 Acquire an extensive range of 
ambitious and sophisticated 
vocabulary  

 



HT 5 
Paper 1 Section 
A: Explorations 
in Creative 
Reading and 
Writing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Range of texts 
to build on 
analysis skills 
needed for Q1-
4 in language 
exam whilst 
also creating a 
cultural 
understanding 
of different 
time periods to 
inform 
contextual 
knowledge for 
the Literature 
course. 

 Contextual knowledge of the 
early 20th Century 

 How to identify and retrieve 
relevant information from a 
text(s) 

 An understanding of linguistic 
devices and their intended 
effects 

 How to identify a range of 
sentence types and analyse 
their intended effect 

 How to identify ideas and 
motifs within and across a 
text 

 An understanding of 
structural devices and their 
intended effects 

 How to identify shifts within a 
text 

 How to justify an opinion 
using appropriate evidence 

 How to express an opinion 
using appropriate evidence 

 
 

Tone, Alliteration, Metaphor, Simile, 
Personification, Onomatopoeia, 
Connotation, Inference, Sibilance, 
Assonance, Consonance, Dynamic 
Verb, Stative Verb, Adjectives, Noun, 
Personal Pronoun, Plosives, 
Asyndetic Lists, Pathetic Fallacy, 
Polysyndetic Lists, Narrative Shift, 
Flashback, Turning Point, Motif, 
Symbolism, Narrative Perspective, 
Linear and Non Linear Narratives, 
Repetition, Simple Sentence, 
Compound Sentence, Complex 
Sentence, Interrogative Sentence, 
Imperative Sentence 

 Identify and interpret explicit 
and implicit information and 
ideas. (AO1)  

 Select and synthesise 
evidence from different text. 
(AO1) 

 Explain, comment on and 
analyse how writers use 
language and structure to 
achieve effects and influence 
readers, using relevant subject 
terminology to support their 
views. (AO2) 

 Compare writers’ ideas and 
perspectives, as well as how 
these are conveyed, across two 
or more texts. (AO3)  

 Evaluate texts critically and 
support this with appropriate 
textual references. (AO4) 
 
 
 
 

 



HT 5 & 6 
Inspector Calls: 
Literature 
Paper 2 Modern 
Texts  

This text builds 
upon complex 
ideas of 
injustice and 
power in 
society already 
studied within 
texts such as 
‘Macbeth’ and 
through 
‘marginalised’ 
voices within 
poetry. It 
introduces 
students to an 
individual’s 
broader place 
within society. 
It also places 
emphasis on 
key concepts 
already studied 
contextually 
such as power, 
class, gender, 
poverty, all of 
which have 
been 
supported by 
previous study 
of Paper 2 
Section B texts 
and prose texts 

 Contextual knowledge of 
social / political issues 
surrounding the time period 
of early 1900s – 1945+  

 Contextual knowledge of the 
author – his ideas and 
attitudes towards issues of 
the time and understand 
how this influences contents 
of the text / plot 

 Understanding of a morality 
play and the concepts it 
includes  

 Understanding of the key 
characters and their 
significance to the text / 
moral message  

 Understanding of the key 
themes involved throughout 
the play and author’s 
intentions of including these 

 Understanding of key 
language choices used in 
dialogue and stage directions 
and the intended effect  

 Understanding of the 
structural features used 
throughout the play and their 
significance.  
Understanding of motifs / 
symbolism used throughout 
the text and its desired effect.  

Socialism, Capitalism, Modern Age,  
Morality play, Genre, Bourgeoise, 
Proletariat, stage direction, 
stereotype, archetype, dramatic 
irony, dramatic device, dramatic 
tension, social class, protagonist, 
antagonist, climax, exposition, falling 
action, foreshadowing, pathos, 
inciting incident, narrative, turning 
point, cliff hanger, key moment, 
motif, symbolism, feminism, 
suffragette, orthodox, antithesis, 
analepsis, anadiplosis, equality, 
characterisation  
  
  
  
  

 To recall key aspects of 
the play / quotations 
to support / 
demonstrate holistic 
understanding of play 
(A01)  

 Explain, analyse, 
critique writer’s use of 
method / technique, 
device (A02)  

 Analyse how writer 
intends to influence 
readers / audiences to 
achieve his desired 
effect (A02) 

 Explain, analyse, 
critique writer’s use of 
structural features 
throughout the play 
and evaluate their 
intended effect (A02)  

 Use appropriate 
subject terminology 
when evaluating 
techniques / devices 
(A02) 

 Link analysis to 
contextual details 
surrounding the time 
period and author’s 
wider intentions (A03) 



such as ‘The 
Book Thief’ in 
year 9.  



HT 6 
Paper 1 Section 
B: Explorations 
in Creative 
Reading and 
Writing 

Preparing 
students for 
Paper 1 Section 
B encourages 
students to 
become fluent 
and accurate 
writers and 
helps develop 
an 
understanding 
of the effect of 
the written 
word. Within 
the rubric of 
this, we 
encourage 
students to 
take on 
different 
voices, building 
upon the work 
in Year 9 where 
students 
consider 
writers from 
‘different’ 
backgrounds.  

 Understand differences between 
narrative and descriptive writing  

 Understand how to craft a 
convincing narrative voice  

 Understand how to create mood / 
atmosphere in a piece of creative 
writing  

 Understand how to structure a 
piece of writing effectively and 
inventively  

 Understand how to use language 
devices for effect in creative 
writing  

 Understand how to plan an 
effective piece of writing  

 Understand how to use range of 
sentence openings and sentence 
structures for intended effect 

 Understand impact of sentence 
structures and how to use them 
appropriately  

 Understand how to punctuate 
accurately and to craft for effect   

 Sound knowledge of spelling rules 
and high standard of grammar  

 Acquire an extensive range of 
ambitious and sophisticated 
vocabulary  

 

Tone, Alliteration, Metaphor, 
extended metaphor, Simile, 
Personification, Onomatopoeia, 
Connotation, Inference, Sibilance, 
Assonance, Consonance, Dynamic 
Verb, Stative Verb, Adjectives, Noun, 
Personal Pronoun, Plosives, 
Asyndetic Lists, Pathetic Fallacy, 
Polysyndetic Lists, Narrative Shift, 
Flashback, Turning Point, Motif, 
Symbolism, Narrative Perspective, 
Linear and Non Linear Narratives, 
Repetition, Simple Sentence, 
Compound Sentence, Complex 
Sentence, Subordinate Clause,   
Interrogative Sentence, Imperative 
Sentence, present participle 
openings, adverbial openings, semi 
colon, colon, dashes, brackets, 
exclamation marks, question marks, 
ellipsis, omniscient narrator, 

 Communicate written 
ideas clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, 
adapting tone, style 
and register for 
different forms, 
purposes and 
audiences. (A05)  

 Organise information 
and ideas, using 
structural and 
grammatical features to 
support coherence and 
cohesion of texts (A05)  

 Writing must use a 
range of vocabulary 
and sentence 
structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect 
(A06) 

 Spelling and 
punctuation should be 
accurate and varied 
throughout for 
intended effect (A06) 



 


