
This year in English we will be learning: This links to: Key Vocabulary:

1
GCSE Language Paper 1

• We will understand exam techniques for each question on the GCSE English Language 
Paper 1.

• We will know how to analyse  texts using language and structural features.
• We will know how to evaluate texts.
• We will know how to create different narrative structures and use ambitious 

vocabulary.

• You will build upon skills of analysis already developed in 
Year 9 when looking at prose texts such as ‘The Book Thief’.

• Using ideas and structures from the creative writing unit at 
the end of year 9, you will build upon these with a more 
sophisticated focus on techniques such as ‘en media res’ 
and ‘pathos’.

2
Power and Conflict Poetry: ‘Power’ & Introduction to Macbeth

• We will know key poetic techniques to analyse poems.
• We will understand relevant context for each poem.
• We will explore and analyse the context, themes, language, structure, form and 

tone as well as developing comparison skills linking the poems by themes.

• You will build on skills such as analysing and 
comparing poems with clear links made to the nature 
poetry unit studied in Year 7.

• You will develop conceptual understanding of ideas linked 
to the abuse of power which will prepare you for your study 
of ‘Macbeth’ next half term.

3
‘Macbeth’

• We will continue to develop our understanding of the Shakespearean tragedy and 
key conventions such as ‘hamartia’ and the ‘tragic hero’. 

• We will understand key contextual ideas related to the play such as ‘The Great Chain 
of Being, ‘Witchcraft’, ‘Patriarchy’ and ‘Religion’. 

• We will develop an understanding of how and why characters are presented in 
different ways and closely analyse the language used to do this.

• You will develop your understanding of the tragedy genre 
linked to your study of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ in Year 9.

• Key themes such as love, power, death and conflict will be 
developed from your study of texts such as ‘Noughts and 
Crosses’.

• You will be able to make an informed personal response to 
the text.

4
‘A Christmas Carol’

• We will understand how language is used to create characters.
• We will understand the role of an omniscient narrator as well as understanding 

structural devices used within the novella.
• We will understand the contextual importance of the text, looking at ideas about 

‘Poverty’, ‘The Industrial revolution’, ‘The Workhouse’ and ‘Capitalism’. 

• You will be able to build upon your prior knowledge of 
Victorian context and the work of Dickens at KS3.

• Key themes such as the abuse of power and elements of the 
supernatural will be developed from your study of 
‘Macbeth’ last half term.

• You will be able to make an informed personal response to 
the text.

5
GCSE Language Paper 2

• We will understand exam techniques for each question on the GCSE English Language 
Paper 2.

• We will know how to analyse unseen non-fiction texts for language and structural 
features and know how to summarise information.

• We will know how to create effective arguments and persuasive pieces of writing.

• You will be able to apply the reading skills you have 
developed throughout Year 10 to compare two viewpoints 
and perspectives. 

• You will draw upon your experiences of analysing speeches 
in Year 9 and studying non-fiction materials throughout Year 
8.

6
GCSE Language Paper 1 revision and Spoken Language Endorsement

• We will review and develop our understanding of prior knowledge and skills related 
to GCSE English Language Paper 1 and 2.

• We will know how to structure a presentation and present effectively to an audience, 
creating a solid and sustained argument.

• You will revise key content from earlier in the year to 
provide a secure understanding of the requirements of the 
GCSE English exam in preparation for your mocks.

• Having already consolidated your knowledge and 
understanding of persuasive texts, and writing to argue and 
inform last half term, you will now apply this to the creation 
and performance of your own speech.

What I will know and understand by the end of Year 10?

• Aberration
• Callous
• Demure
• Salacious
• Furtive

• Insatiable
• Acrimonious
• Tremulous
• Intrepid
• Morose

• Visage
• Poignant
• Nonchalance
• Wizened
• Dispel

• Impassively
• Incessantly
• Melancholy
• Colossal
• Merciless

• Duplicitous
• Equivocate
• Heinous
• Malevolent
• Mercurial

• Regicide
• Sceptical
• Treachery
• Usurp
• Valour

• Solitary
• Misanthrope
• Miser
• Avarice
• Benevolent

• Implore
• Destitute
• Apparition
• Redemption
• Repent
• Jovial
• Philanthropy

• Unequivocal
• Irreversible
• Unprecedented
• Astronomically
• Decisively

• Advocate
• Regime
• Brutality
• Languish
• Intolerable

• Revision of 
previous Tier 3 
vocabulary

• New Tier 2 
vocabulary 
taught in 
relation to 
extracts studied


