
 Year 9 Topics: English Literature 
 
In year 9 we teach the following modules over the course of the year. Each module draws on prior learning from KS3 and builds on understanding from the KS2 programme 
of study. Each module develops and deepens the Core knowledge that will underpin all areas of the curriculum at KS3 and KS4. 
 

Topic Rationale Knowledge acquisition Key vocabulary Core English Skills  
(HT1) 
Of Mice & 
Men 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To begin the Year 9 theme 
of ‘Different Places, 
Different Voices’ we start 
with OMAM in an attempt 
to broaden the cultural 
horizons of students. The 
students learn important 
contextual knowledge 
such as early 20th century 
attitudes to race, gender 
and disability – the novel 
is set in 1930s America, 
and later students will go 
on to read The Book Thief, 
which is set in 1930s 
Germany. We want 
students in year 9 to open 
their minds to a whole 
range of perspectives 
from around the globe. In 
terms of literary 
knowledge, the novel 
lends itself well to the 
teaching of motif and 
pattern, foreshadowing, 
symbolism and themes, in 
addition to political, 
historical and social 
dynamics. It also provides 
many opportunities for 
debate due to the 
provocative subject 
content, ensuring we are 
able to challenge all 
students’ thinking and 
reasoning.  

Literary Knowledge: 
Themes 
Characterisation 
Plot  
Structure 
 
Language Knowledge: 
Figurative language 
Language devices 
Structural devices 
Narrative structures 
Sound imagery 
Building tension 
 
Historical/ Context: 
Labourers 
Ranches 
Poverty 
The American Dream 
The Great Depression 
Migrant workers 
Unemployment 
The Dust Bowl 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-To recall key aspects of the novel / 
quotations to support / 
demonstrate holistic 
understanding of novel (A01)  
 
-Explain, analyse, critique writer’s 
use of method / technique, device 
(A02)  
 
-Analyse how writer intends to 
influence readers / audiences to 
achieve his desired effect (A02) 
 
-Explain, analyse, critique writer’s 
use of structural features 
throughout the novel and evaluate 
their intended effect (A02)  
 
-Use appropriate subject 
terminology when evaluating 
techniques / devices (A02) 
 
-Link analysis to contextual details 
surrounding the time period and 
author’s wider intentions (A03) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literary: 
Protagonist 
Setting 
Characterisation 
Theme 
Plot 
Foreshadowing 
Biblical references 
Symbolism 
Fairy tale 
Myth 
 
 
 

Eng. Language: 
Adjective 
Alliteration 
Assonance 
Imagery 
Simile 
Onomatopoeia 
Pathetic fallacy 
Present participle 
Explicit /implicit 
Infer /imply 
Tone 
Metaphor  
Quotation 
Connotation 
Opening 
Focus/focus shifts 
Repetition 
Foreshadowing 
Religious ritual 
 
 
 



(HT2) 
Poetry 
Different 
Voices 

In an continuation of 
the ‘Different Places, 
Different Voices’ 
theme, students will go 
on to study poetry 
from a range of places 
and time periods, with 
the aim of representing 
alternative 
perspectives and poetic 
traditions. Some of the 
poets studied include 
Maya Angelou, 
Banjamin Zephaniah, 
Daljit Nagra, Sappho, 
Fiona Farrell and 
Thomas Hood. 
Students will learn how 
poets use language, 
form and structure to 
create meaning and 
craft effects, building 
on knowledge learned 
in year 7 and 8 in 
preparation for GCSE 
poetry in year 10.  

Literary Knowledge: 
Different poetic forms 
 
Language Knowledge: 
Poetic techniques (language) 
Poetic techniques (structure) 
Form 
 
Historical/ Context: 

Poetry from around the 
globe/different voices and 
perspectives.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Identify poems which are 
comparable on theme / meaning / 
message (A01)  
 
-Select and recall appropriate text 
references to support ideas (A01) 

 
-Identify / discuss the similarities / 
differences between two poems by 
analysing poets use of language 
and structural devices. (A02) 
 
-Analyse, explain, comment on, 
compare and critique how poets 
use particular language devices 
and evaluate their effectiveness – 
how do they influence a reader? 
(A02) 
 
-Analyse, explain, comment on, 
compare and critique how poets 
use particular structural devices 
and evaluate their effectiveness – 
how do they influence a reader / 
poet’s message (A02)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literary: 
Different poetic 
forms 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eng. Language: 
Noun 
Preposition 
Alliteration 
Verb 
Adverb 
Adjective 
Pronoun 
Imagery 
Simile 
Personification 
Onomatopoeia 
Emotive vocabulary 
Pathetic fallacy 
Simple sentence 
Compound sentence 
Complex sentence 
Main clause 
Explicit /implicit 
Infer /imply 
Tone 
Metaphor  
Extended Metaphor 
Semantic field 
Quotation 
Connotation 
Opening 
Focus/focus shifts 
Repetition 
Lexical field 
Stanza 
Enjambment 
Quatrain 
Rhyming couplets 
Rhyme scheme 
Pre and post modifiers 



(HT3 & HT4) 
Novel 
The Book 
Thief 

In the second term we 
take students to Nazi 
Germany to gain a 
German perspective on 
the events of WWII. 
The text offers 
powerful and 
challenging narrative 
through which students 
will learn about the 
power of words, 
kindness, cruelty, the 
effects of conflict, 
death, dictatorship, 
hatred and stealing.  
In terms of literary 
knowledge, students 
will learn about 
atypical narrative 
structures, the 
importance of 
narrative voice and 
how language can be 
used to create meaning 
and craft effect. 
Contextually, the text 
covers aspects of WWI 
& WWII which will help 
prepare for ‘An 
Inspector Calls’ & 
conflict poetry in years 
ten and 11.  
Representations of 
death also helps 
prepare students for ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ & 
wider reading  in 
English Language at 
KS4. 

Literary Knowledge: 
Narrative structures 
Representations of Death 
Representations of conflict 
Morality 
Outsiders 
 
Language Knowledge: 
Word –class 
Figurative language 
Sentence types 
Paragraphing 
Language devices 
Structural devices 
Narrative structures 
Religious imagery 
Sound imagery 
Building tension 
 
Historical/ Context:  
WW2 
Nazi Germany 
Conflict 
Racism 
Dictatorship 
Fascism  
Book burning 
Treatment of Jews 
Communism 
 

Eng. Language: 
Noun 
Verb 
Adverb 
Adjective 
Pronoun 
Imagery 
Simile 
Onomatopoeia 
Emotive vocabulary 
Pathetic fallacy 
Simple sentence 
Compound 
sentence 
Complex sentence 
Main clause 
Subordinate clause 
Present participle 
Explicit /implicit 
Infer /imply 
Tone 
Figurative Language 
Metaphor  
Semantic field 
Quotation 
Connotation 
Opening 
Focus/focus shifts 
Repetition 
Foreshadowing 
Juxtaposition 
Describe  
Narrate 
Cyclical structure 
Cliff-hanger  
Ellipses 
Flashback 

-To recall key aspects of the play / 
quotations to support / 
demonstrate holistic 
understanding of play (A01)  
 
-Explain, analyse, critique writer’s 
use of method / technique, device 
(A02)  
 
-Analyse how writer intends to 
influence readers / audiences to 
achieve his desired effect (A02) 
 
-Explain, analyse, critique writer’s 
use of structural features 
throughout the play and evaluate 
their intended effect (A02)  
 
-Use appropriate subject 
terminology when evaluating 
techniques / devices (A02) 
 
-Link analysis to contextual details 
surrounding the time period and 
author’s wider intentions (A03) 
 
 

Suggests 
Conveys 
Implies 
Signifies 
Indicates 
Emphasises 
Hints 
 
Literary: 
Genre 
Protagonist 
Antagonist 
Archetype 
Setting 
Characterisation 
Theme 
Plot 
Foreshadowing 
Narrator 
Omniscient 
First person 
Second person 
Third person 
Morality 
Conflict 
Exposition 
Resolution 
Climax 
Non-linear 
narrative 
 
 



(HT5 & HT6) 

Shakespeare 
Hamlet 

In preparation for GCSE 
English Literature 
where students will 
study the tragedy of 
Macbeth, in year 9 we 
take students 
(figuratively) to 
Denmark so that they 
consolidate their 
understanding of the 
tragedy genre 
(introduced in year 8 
through ‘Romeo & 
Juliet’) through the 
study of ‘Hamlet’. 
Students will be taught 
about important 
themes such as 
Appearance vs. Reality, 
The Great Chain of 
being, Religion, 
Honour, Revenge, 
Poison, Corruption, 
Death and the Nation 
as a Diseased Body. 
Students will also study 
archetypical 
representations of 
gender which will 
enhance their 
understanding of lady 
Macbeth once in KS4.  

Literary Knowledge: 
Shakespeare’s comedies 
Themes 
Illusion Vs. reality 
Stagecraft 
 
Language Knowledge: 
Word -class 
Sentence types 
Paragraphing 
Language devices 
Structural devices 
Iambic Pentameter 
Couplets 
Quatrain 
 
Historical/ Context: 
-Patriarchy/patriarchal 
-Elizabethans 
-Fairies 
-Enchantment 
-Athenians 
-Order & disorder 
-The Great Chain of Being 
-Authority 
 

 -To recall key aspects of the play / 
quotations to support / 
demonstrate holistic 
understanding of play (A01)  
 
-Explain, analyse, critique writer’s 
use of method / technique, device 
(A02)  
 
-Analyse how writer intends to 
influence readers / audiences to 
achieve his desired effect (A02) 
 
-Explain, analyse, critique writer’s 
use of structural features 
throughout the play and evaluate 
their intended effect (A02)  
 
-Use appropriate subject 
terminology when evaluating 
techniques / devices (A02) 
 
-Link analysis to contextual details 
surrounding the time period and 
author’s wider intentions (A03) 

Eng. Language: 
Noun 
Verb 
Adverb 
Adjective 
Pronoun 
Imagery 
Simile 
Onomatopoeia 
Emotive vocabulary 
Pathetic fallacy 
Simple sentence 
Compound sentence 
Complex sentence 
Main clause 
Subordinate clause 
Present participle 
Explicit /implicit 
Infer /imply 
Tone 
Metaphor  
Semantic field 
Quotation 
Connotation 
Opening 
Focus/focus shifts 
Repetition 
Foreshadowing 
Iambic pentameter 
Rhyme 
Free verse 
 
 
 
 

Literary: 
Genre 
Comedy 
Setting 
Characterisation 
Theme 
Plot 
Foreshadowing 
Illusion 
Reality 
Stagecraft 
Dramatic irony 
Jacobean 
Protagonist 
Antagonist 
Tragedy 
Hamartia 
Tragic Hero 
Patriarchal 
Stereotypical 
Archetype  
Anagnorisis 
Catharsis 
Soliloquy 
Monologue 
Aside 
Denouement 
Motif 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


